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Dear Friends,
Potato latkas. Dreidels. Judah the Maccabee. Judith the Heroine. The
Chanukah Menorah. Blue cardboard boxes of all different colored candles.
(As a kid did you try to create an interesting pattern each night?) Chocolate
Chanukah coins. The song, Maoz Tzur. “I had a little dreidel...” Clay
Menorahs made in Hebrew school.
Chanukah is made of memories and for memories. Taste the latkas and jam
doughnuts. See the candles burn brightly in the Menorah. Hear the singing of the blessings over the Menorah. Touch
the letters engraved on the dreidel: nun, gimmel, hay, shin - “A Great Miracle Happened There.”
Chanukah is a special time for family, friends and children. Chanukah is a Jewish holiday celebrating the victory of the
weak (militarily) over the mighty, the few (in number) over the many. Chanukah is a celebration of the re-dedication of
the Holy Temple after it had been defiled - but not destroyed - by the Greeks. For the Greeks did not wish to destroy
the Holy Temple nor the Torah; they wished only to defile the mitzvot (commandments).
The Greeks attempted to lessen their holiness, their uniqueness, their impact on our Jewish lives. “We too, have wisdom,”
they declared. “We, too, have gods. We, too, have holidays. Know that your Temple is like our temples. The wisdom
of your Divine Torah is like our man-made wisdom. There is nothing particularly holy about them.”
So what do you say to a child who wants a “Chanukah bush,” or who wants a photograph with Santa? What do you
do about the pressure of giving Chanukah presents instead of the Jewish custom of giving Chanukah gelt (money).
The easiest response might be: “They have their holiday and we have ours - Chanukah.”
That response might be on the verge of being P.C., but it’s certainly not C. P.- Chanukah Perfect. You see, as soon as we
start comparing Chanukah with the 25th of December, or when we try to turn Chanukah into the Jewish equivalent
of that day, it is as if we are handing over a victory to the “Greeks.”
Celebrate Chanukah in the true spirit of the holiday - not as a consolation or a competition - but as an opportunity
to prove in our own lives that the ancient battle and victory over the Greeks was not in vain.
Explore the themes of Chanukah, including the idea of dedication (the actual meaning of the Hebrew word Chanuka)
and Jewish education (or “chinuch” in Hebrew, from the same word as Chanukah).
Light the Chanukah Menorah each night of Chanukah and watch Jewish pride grow as the numbers and strength of
the Chanukah lights increase.
Let the lights of the Chanukah Menorah - and all of the beautiful and unforgettable Chanukah traditions, customs,
mitzvot and memories - add their pure, holy light to the world.
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Please join us at the

Public Menorah Lighting in Solihull

Sunday 2nd December 6.30 pm
Mill Lane
Opposite the Entrance to Touchwood (between H Samuels and Clarks)

Musical Menorah Lighting with Chazan Naphtali Tiefenbrun
Fresh Hot Latkes and Doughnuts,
Chanukah Gelt for all children.
The Menorah will be switched on by the Mayor of Solihull
Sponsored by
Eversheds Sutherland LLP
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Join us for a Chanukah Party
Sunday 9th December 6.30 pm

7 Granby Close, Solihull, B92 7DP

rsvp: rabbipink@gmail.com
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How to
Celebrate
Chanukah

Shamash
Sunday 2nd December
Blessings 1, 2 & 3
Monday 3rd December
Blessings 1, 2

Light the Menorah each night of Chanukah.
All members of the family should be present
at the kindling of the lights. Family members
who are sleeping away from home should light
the Menorah at the place they are staying for
the night.
If you are unable to the light the Menorah,
for example you are travelling by plane. Ask a
member of your household or a friend to have
you in mind when they light the menorah.
Use olive oil or candles, large enough to burn
for at least half an hour.
Use a ‘Shamash’ (extra candle) to kindle the
lights.
The lights are kindled from left to right.
Before lighting recite the blessings.
It is best to light the Menorah near a window.
The Menorah may be lit any time after 4.00 pm
except for Friday and Saturday ( See Chart).
On Friday Night the Menorah is lit before the
Shabbos candles. More oil or longer candles
should be used on Friday since the Menorah
is lit before nightfall.
After Shabbos the Menorah is lit after Havdalah

Tuesday 4th December
Blessings 1 & 2

Wednesday 5th December
Blessings 1 & 2

Thursday 6th December
Blessings 1 & 2
Friday 7th December
Blessings 1 & 2
Before 3.35 pm
Saturday 8th December
Blessings 1 & 2
After 4.50 pm
Sunday 9th December
Blessings 1 & 2

Blessing 1 			
v7FUb6j k9Q r9b eh4k0s6v0k Ub7u4m0u uh7,Im4n0C Ub7q0s4e r9a6t o7kIg7v L9k9n Ubh5v-k-9t hh v7<6t LUr7C
Boruch Atoh Ado- noy Elo -einu Melech Ho - Olam Asher Ki -Desho nu Be-Mitzvosov Vetzivonu
Lehadlik Ner Shel Chanukoh

Blessing 2

		
v9z6v i6n0z4C o5v6v oh4n7h6C Ubh5,-c6t6k oh4xh4b v7a7g9w o7kIg7v L9k9n Ubh5v-k-9t hh v7<6t LUr7C

Boruch Atoh Ado- noy Elo -einu Melech Ho - Olam Sheosoh Nisim La-avosinu Bayomim Hahem
Bizman Hazeh

Blessing 3 		

v9z6v i6n0z4k Ub7gh4d4v0u Ub7n0h4eu Ub7h9j9v9w o7kIg7v L9k9n Ubh5v-k- 9t hh v7<6t LUr7C

Boruch Atoh Ado- noy Elo -einu Melech Ho - Olam Shecheyonu Vekiymonu Vehigiyonu Lizman
Hazeh
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Solihull Shul
Annual Shabbaton
good food & wonderful company

Friday Night 11th January 2019
6.30 pm

Adults £25 Teenagers £7 Children £4
20% discount for members of Solihull Shul
Limited places available.
No seat will be reserved without payment in full.
All proceeds to benefit the work of the Ladies Guild
To book a place send a cheque payable to Solihull Hebrew Congregation Ladies Guild to:
Friday Night Dinner, 3 Monastery Drive, B91 1DW before 16th December 2017
Payment can also be made online to:
SDHC Ladies Guild 20-77-62 40154733
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Do you enjoy playing Table Tennis?
New Table Tennis Group
starting at Solihull Jewish Community Centre
every Monday starting on

Monday 3rd December
2.00 - 3.30 pm

For more information contact
Shirley Epstein
shirleyepsteinnumber2@gmail.com
0121 733 6904 or 07707 698 441
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A Mezuzah isn’t Just For Chanukah!!
Do you have a kosher mezuzah
on every door of your house?

Free Mezuzah Checking
and 25% Discount
on all purchases of 3 or more mezuzos
until 1st January 2019
For more details contact Rabbi Pink
rabbipink@gmail.com
07973 955 232

Page 9

Thursday 24th January
11.00 am
Solihull Council Chamber,
Civic Suite, Homer Road, Solihull, B91 9SE
Closest Car Park - Touchwood

Speakers to include:
Chief Superintendent Lee Warnby, Chief Superintendant
Solihull Police
The Mayor of Solihull
Lia Lesser - Kindertransport Survivor
Rabbi Yehuda Pink of Solihull and District Hebrew
Congregation.
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“Just when you thought you'd heard every vital story about the Holocaust, along comes the stirring
documentary No Asylum: The Untold Chapter of Anne Frank's Story to shine further light on one of
history's darkest periods.”
LA Times
No Asylum: The Untold Chapter of Anne Frank’s Story – 7:00pm 21 January 2019
Dear Solihull Hebrew Congregation members,
To mark Holocaust Memorial Day 2019, Solihull School and The Anne Frank Trust UK are very pleased to invite
you to the European Schools’ premiere of the highly acclaimed documentary No Asylum: The Untold Chapter of
Anne Frank’s Story (https://noasylumfilm.com/) and to a Q&A afterwards with Holocaust survivors Tomi Reichental
and Mindu Hornick. We will, in addition, hold a post-screening reception to which you are also cordially invited,
during which time you can absorb the Trust’s Anne Frank: A History for Today exhibition in our George Hill Building.
Tomi, a Bergen Belsen survivor, and Mindu, an Auschwitz–Birkenau survivor, are among a rapidly dwindling
number who can and do share their vivid and compelling testimony to humanity’s darkest time.
The film brings to light the stunning discovery of lost letters written by Otto Frank, Anne’s father, revealing new
information about the family’s dramatic struggle to escape the tyranny of the Nazi regime, and further evidence
that the world turned its back on the Franks and millions of others. Major Leonard Berney, who liberated Bergen
Belsen where Anne and her sister Margot perished, also relates his harrowing experiences in the film and his son,
John, will join us in Solihull for the screening.
Something of a prequel to Anne's iconic diary, No Asylum is a call to action for tolerance, respect and
understanding at a time when too often they seem in short supply.
The celebrated film further advances the goal of The Anne Frank Trust UK to encourage us to embrace personal
responsibility and respect for others. It also compounds the charity’s aim to empower young people with the
knowledge, skills and confidence to challenge all forms of prejudice and discrimination.
It is also noteworthy that the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2019: Torn from home encourages us to
contemplate how the enforced loss of a safe place to call ‘home’ is part of the trauma faced by all those who suffer
persecution and genocide. ‘Home’ usually means a place of safety, comfort and security. In commemorating HMD
2019, the screening of No Asylum and the Q&A with our survivors will offer our audience very real and timely
opportunities to reflect on what happens when individuals, families and communities are driven out of their homes
and on the continuing difficulties survivors face as they try to build new lives after the traumas they endure.
The film will be screened at 7:00pm on Monday 21 January 2019, followed by the Q&A session. We anticipate the
screening and Q&A finishing at approximately 9.00pm and the post screening reception finishing at approximately
9:45pm. If you would like reserve tickets, please do so via the TryBooking link below:

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/book/event?eid=4460&bof=1
Tickets are free of charge and offered on a first-come, first-served basis.
We would very much look forward to warmly welcoming you on the night.
Yours sincerely,

Mr DEJJ Lloyd, Headmaster

Mr Tim Robertson, Chief Executive

Solihull School

The Anne Frank Trust UK
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The 55th AGM of the Congregation
took place on Thursday 7th
September. The evening was chaired
by Shul President Jon Gouldman,
who reviewed the past year and
answered questions received from
members. Dr Gerald Langman,
Chair of the Finance committee
gave a brief review of the annual
accounts highlighting the fact that
despite our small size and extensive
activities our finances were healthy.
We had been able to add to the
reserve that we have been slowly
building up over the past three years
and have sought to identify ways to
diversify our income ensuring we
weren’t reliant on any single factor
enabling us to continue to build
our resilience to any surprises the
future may hold. Reports were
presented by the other Councillors
each reporting on their area of
responsibility. Amazingly for a
Shul meeting there were no lengthy
speeches and the entire meeting was
concluded in under 1 and a half
hours.
A special pre Yomtov session of
Loaves of Love, the monthly Challah
baking session with Rebbetzen Pink
was held the Thursday before Rosh
Hashona. A large group of men
and women enjoyed a wonderful
evening of comraderie and laughter,
after learning why the challos for
Rosh Hashona are traditionally
round, we were each given a piece
of dough and tried to match
Rebbetzen Pink’s challah baking

prowess, I must say we are certainly catching up. We all
took home delicious fresh challos to enjoy over Yom Tov
as well as some to deliver to members of the community
who were unable to join us.
Preparations for the High Holy Days began with the
changeover to the white Yomtov covers for the Torah
Scrolls, Ark and Bimah as well as the arrangement of
machzorim With Senior Warden David Fine struggling
with his knees at the moment he was delighted to arrive
in Shul and find that all the work had been done by the
young Pink children.
Rabbi Pink was joined for Yom Tov by his nephews
Zalman and Sholom Serabryanski who are studying for
the Rabbinate at the Rabbinical College of America in
New Jersey. Together with Rabbi Pink’s sons, they spent
the High Holy Day period visiting many people living
in the West Midlands offering them the opportunity to
participate in the various mitzvos and traditions of the
month, distributing over 100 honey cakes, blowing the
shofar and offering the opportunity to shake the lulav
and esrog.
The High Holy Day services were passionately led by
guest chazzanim, Daniel Littlestone and Alistair Taylor,
who showed off their range of tunes and at some points
in the services, their stamina, and always their teamwork,
together with Rabbi Pink. The decorum during the
services was excellent, helped in part by the large
selection of reading material available to allow those who
were having difficulty concentrating on the machzor to
keep themselves gainfully occupied. Rabbi Pink provided
a running commentary explaining the significance
and meaning of parts of the service. All services were
followed by a Kiddush including delicious home baked
honey cake, carrot cake and chocolate cake provided by
Rebbetzen Dinie Pink.
The annual Tashlich Service on the Shul grounds took
place after Minchah on the first day of Rosh Hashannah
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making use of the Tashlich pond so generously donated
a couple of years ago by Daniel “DJ” de Jonge. Animal
lovers can be sure that no fish died despite ingesting a
heavy dose of our bad deeds during the performance of
the Tashlich ceremony. Following the ceremony we all sat
down to some more of Rebbetzin Pink’s delicious honey
cake while we participated in a lively and informative
question and answer session with Rabbi Pink.
Rabbi Pink and the junior Pink boys headed off in one
direction while Zalman Serobryanski and the senior
Pink boys headed the other way visiting number of
house bound members to allow them to hear the Shofar,
the Rabbi also blew the shofar before Mincha enabling
members who were unable to attend Shul in the morning
to hear the Shofar, In all the Shofar was blown on 27
occasions over the two days.
On Kol Nidrei evening Rabbi Pink focussed on the
tremendous changes that he has witnessed in Solihull
over the past 24 years. he looked forward to another
year of growth and invited the members to share in the
growth of the community by making donations to the
Kol Nidrei appeal. On the day of Yom Kipur, Harvey
Williams provided his own unique tzedaka appeal prior
to Yizkor; including a prize draw for any ladies making a

donation. Dr Gerald Langman, Chairman of the Finance
Committee, commented that initial figures indicated
that the appeal had beaten all records and that a large
number of the pledges had already been redeemed.
Despite the long day, a constant attendance, well
planned services and profoundly meaningful sermons,
ensured that we all coped with the fast well. Rabbi Pink
continued his practice of interspersing throughout the
day his reflections, anecdotes and explanations adding to
the depth of meaning to be found in the service.
As Neilah approached, the audience grew in number and
as we all took in the final blasts of the Shofar, we could
look forward to breaking our fast in true Solihull style.
Where else do you have coffee and cake (and for the
health conscious – platters of fresh fruit!) and a bottle of
water to “rehydrate” before leaving for home for a family
meal? A great Solihull innovation introduced by Rabbi
and Dinie Pink.
Communal Sukkos Meal by Shirley Epstein
Well, the festival of Succot rolled round again (honestly,
where has this year gone to!) and Rabbi Pink and Dinie
had the great idea of holding a sukkot meal in the sukkah
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donated in memory of Simon Livingstone and expertly
rebuilt by Russell Starr in Solihull Shul, as well as the
usual Succot party in their own home. What a brilliant
idea it turned out to be, with some of the ladies going in
the previous Sunday morning to help decorate it with lots
of fruit and drawings (mainly by the Pink children) and
it all looked very inviting when they had finished and the
men helping to ensure that it was well covered with a full
cover of laurel.
Originally the plan was to have a retractable roof in place
before Sukkos in case of inclement weather. Unfortunately
due to the size of the sukkah this proved more difficult
than first envisaged and the days leading up to Sukkos
were a nervous time for those involved in organising the
meal with the weather forecast constantly changing from
clear to showers and back to clear. Erev Sukkos, the Met
Office assured us that there was a zero chance of rain in
the afternoon so at 1.00 pm we began laying the tables
and at 2.00 pm it began to rain! Fortunately it was only a
brief shower and come yomtov the tables were beautifully
set, the patio heaters where giving out a pleasant warmth
and everything was ready for the 46 guests who filled the
sukkah. the first time we had held such a Succot Dinner
in our own sukkah!
Following evening prayers, we all took our places as we
wished as it wasn’t thought necessary to have a seating
plan, so friends all sat together as they wanted. Everyone
prepared for a really enjoyable evening and so it turned
out! We had people there not just “the locals” but from
quite far away, who had heard about the event and wanted
to be part of it, so we had a very interesting group of
participants!

We were all enjoying ourselves so much that no-one
was in a hurry to go home and people stayed to chat
with friends for quite some time. Then benching
took place and we all made our way home after that,
albeit reluctantly with everyone saying how very much
they had enjoyed the evening and were already looking
forward to next year!
The week of Succos saw some summery weather perfect
for enjoying your Sukkah. Rabbi and Rebbetzen Pink
again hosted the Sukkot party in their sukkah on Chol
Hamoed and a really appreciative crowd gathered
throughout the evening to enjoy the very tasty hospitality
which was beautifully laid out by Rebbetzen Pink and
her children, who were also on hand to offer the guests
the opportunity to shake the lulav. A vote of thanks was
eloquently given Malcolm Hyams.
A highlight of the Hoshanah Rabbah shachris is the
banging of the willow branches, these are supplied from
the tree in Rabbi Pinks garden and are noteworthy for
their length, some reaching 6 foot long! Once the willow
leaves had stopped flying around, the minyan men were
rewarded with a hearty bagel breakfast in the Sukkah.
Simchas Torah was originally held on the evening
of Shemini Atzeres and indeed in Israel and some
communities in the diaspora it still is. This year we
enjoyed a wonderful Kiddush on the evening of Shemini
Atzeres and then participated in some spirited hakofos

The evening “kicked off “ with Shirley reading the
English version of “A Sukkale, A Kleine” a well known
sukkot song, followed by one of Rabbi Pink’s nephews
singing the Yiddish version. By now, people’s appetites
were being whetted by the tantalizing aromas wafting
in from the kitchen and soon after that, the waitresses
commenced serving the meal, with a first course of hot
chicken soup with lokshen and kneidlech or a vegetarian
alternative. The next course was succulent roast chicken
and roast potatoes and sautéed vegetables all beautifully
cooked to perfection with a salad accompaniment washed
down with a selection of fine wines and whiskie. This
tasty meal was concluded with the serving of apple strudel
and icecream and fruit platters, with tea or coffee being
served of one’s choice. Everyone commented on the
terrific meal and also, of course, being able to eat it in our
own succah, as we did created its own special ambience,
as you can appreciate!
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dancing to work
off the calories we
had just ingested.
We had such a
good time that
the next evening
we repeated it
again, the presence
of some very
fine whisky and
copious amounts
of
varying
alcoholic beverages
clearly enhancing
the singing and
dancing
skills
of all present
on the evening
and morning of
Simchas Torah.
The
highlight
Hakkafos
were
great fun and
especially the calling up of the two chasanim. Following
the festivities we all sat down to a delicious chicken
lunch expertly catered by Rebbetzen Pink during which
both our Chasan Torah, Nouusy Nathan and Chasan
Bereshit, Andrey Kaplan, expressed their gratitude for
the honour bestowed on them by the community while
being presented with their framed certificates with which

to remember it by.
And so it is all over for another year, leaving us with some
great memories of services enjoyed in an atmosphere
of friendship and spirituality; of simcha and Kiddush
with friends and family, of reflection on some profound
truths about the meaning and purpose of a Jewish life.
Once again we were grateful to receive funding from the
Chief Rabbi’s Centre for Community Excellence which
enabled us to expand and upgrade the scope of our High
Holy Days activities.
On Shabbos Noach we enjoyed a special sit down
Kiddush after the service, Shmuli Pink, the youngest
of the Pink boys, (age 7) invited us to join him for a
siyum as he had just completed the study of the Book of
Vayikra and the tractate of Berochos from the Mishna.
He eloquently read and explained the last mishna of the
tractate with his parents proudly looking on following
which we enjoyed Kiddush with herring, smoked salmon
a variety of dips and of course a special cake baked by
Rebbetzen Pink in honour of the occasion.
In tribute to those who gave their lives in the First World
War and other conflicts, a series of ‘There but not there’
Tommy statues are being unveiled around the borough,
symbolising the legacy left by those who fought and
died. Rabbi Pink was invited to represent the Jewish
Community at the unveiling of one of the statues at a
special service next to the War Memrial in Shirley Park
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on Friday 8th November.
On Sunday 11th November, Malcolm & Annette Hyams
represented the community at the ceremony by the War
Memorial near St Alphege where they laid a wreath.

The Si Esta Room by Lee Benson
The weather was bright and sunny as over 80 friends
and family attended moms aka Aunty Esta’s unveiling
with Rabbi Pink giving a heart felt few words to
everyone. Then we all battled the inner ring road or
motorway roadworks ,back to Solihul shull to an Irish
whiskey tea or coffee and a superb spread of homemade
treats sandwiches ,no crusts rolls cake and home made
hummus by Rivka .Judging by the noise ,the shul had a
party atmosphere just as mom would have loved.
Both Riva and myself gave poetic and heart felt messages
to all and it was lovely to see everyone mingle and
socialise just as mom always did at number 86.

We dedicated a relaxing room now called the SiEsta
room,with moms original couch and two chairs plus the
obligatory faded large toy dog Natasha commented that
sitting on the couch had the smell and feel as if it was
in the bungalow .So anyone is welcome to have a few
minutes peace the plaque says
The SiEsta room
‘Everyone needs a relaxing moment’
In living memory of Esta Benson
A little lady with a great big heart
An Irish green bow was cut by myself and Rabbi declared
the room open and ready for shluffing We would like to
thank everyone who came to remember mom as if you
could forget.

The Thursday Club
The Thursday Club started on a high following the break
for the Yom Tovim, we have had some amazing speakers
the past few weeks starting with a fascinating talk from

Page 16

Sybil Prais about her work with the Recorder we were
amazed as to how much work goes on behind the scenes.
The next week we were joined by our friends from
Stirchley and we enjoyed a delicious meal of chicken
soup, salt beef and chips and apple compote. Lee Benson
kept us enthralled in his usual entertaining manner with
a talk called “Where’s your art gallery now”.
This was followed by a presentation by Peter Sevitt about
Jacobs Sheep, purported to be the original sheep that
Jacob sheperded in the Torah. With the aid of pictures
and videos Peter told the story of how a group of these
sheep were transported from Canada to Israel and are
now beeing bred on a farm in the Upper Gallillee.
The next week we hosted Rabbi Dr Lior Kaminetzky who
entralled us with the music that seemed to efforlessley
emanate from his violin, he interspersed his recital with
an explanation of the origin and significance of the tunes
that he was playing.
To round it all off Shirley Epstein shared with us the
story of her trip to a newly discovered ancient shul in
Lorca Spain. You can read more about it in her article
later in the newsletter. We have some more great speakers
and of course wonderful food planned for the next few
weeks. Why not come along and see for yourself?
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A Simchat Torah That
I Will Never Forget
by Shirley Epstein

This Simchat Torah just gone, I had the opportunity
of being part of an amazing occasion, the chance to
celebrate this festival on a very special site, the recently
discovered ruins of a synagogue, buried for over 500
years!! This was in Lorca, in the mountains in inland
Spain about 130 miles from Granada. Here is a picture
of how the original castle is supposed to have looked
then, according to archival evidence . It is called the
“Forteleza del Sol” the “Fortress of the Sun” and I
suppose it was called this because it was so high up in
the mountains and thus nearer to the heavens. The
other picture shows you some of the early excavations
that were revealed but I feel I should give you a bit of
the history and how come 70 of us were there, so here
goes!
In 2002, preliminary excavations in Lorca, near
Granada in Spain for a new parador (hotel) revealed
ancient Jewish remains. Paradors are a chain of very
special places to stay all over Spain, to a greater or lesser

range of luxury, rather like our Travel Lodges, excepting
for the “luxury” bit, ranging from castles to stately
homes, etc. and when these remains were unearthed, the
authorities in Madrid insisted that all excavations for a
parador on that site should stop immediately and a new
site be found. Can you imagine the excitement when
those first excavations took place, digging down through
500 years of all that residue and then the diggers hit –
SOMETHING!! They had no idea what it could be but
just that it was SOMETHNG. It had been previously
known that there had been a significant Jewish presence
in the city but no-one knew exactly where it was located.
This discovery of the Jewish quarter, its ruins and
artifacts opened up a treasure trove of information about
this community and of course, we are talking of only a
very few years ago, about 10 years or so, so very recently
in archeological terms. Most of these artifacts are housed
in the Archeological Museum in Lorca town centre in a
special exhibition.
Archeological evidence indicated that there were Jews
settled in Lorca prior to the conquest by Castile in 1244
but there is documentation mentioning their presence
from the mid 13th century up until their expulsion
in 1492, following the Spanish Inquisition under
Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand. Previously, Jewish
businessmen were an integral part of the life of most
cities, particularly in a frontier city such as Lorca which
straddled important communication routes running
along the river valley and coast. Lorca was situated in a
strategically important location on the frontier between
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I visited Toledo a few years ago, which was
a centre of Jewish observance with seven
synagogues in its heyday, there were still
two in existence but both of them had been
used as either a church or a mosque. The
discovery of the synagogue in the Jewish
quarter of Lorca is exceptional because of
its state of preservation and because it offers
important archaeological insight into this
type of 15th century building.

the Christian kingdom of Castile and Murcia and the
Moorish kingdom of Granada. Mediaeval Lorca was a
dangerous place for those unable to take rapid shelter
behind the walls of this fortress stronghold as there were
frequent incursions into the Murcia region by forces
from Granada and skirmishes were a regular occurrence.
Following the marriage of Isabella of Castile and
Ferdinand of Aragon, Spain became united for the first
time and these skirmishes subsided.
Mediaeval Jews found it necessary and advantageous to
live in the city protected within its walls and also felt
safe under the watchful eye of the city council to carry
out their financial transactions and commercial trading
activities They were separated from the rest of the
inhabitants and occupied their own quarters, known as
the “Juderia” really another word for “ghetto”.
In the case of Lorca, the Jewish quarter was within the
walls of the citadel and access to it was only through
the “Puerta del Pescado” (the Fisheries Gate). It was
made overtly clear that the real citizens of Lorca were
Christians and the Jews were accepted as necessary but
were not part of the decision making processes of the
city. Nevertheless, they brought considerable wealth and
moved freely between the different cities in Spain.
Interestingly, after all the Jews were expelled in 1492
from Lorca, gradually so did all the other inhabitants
leave and Lorca became an abandoned city, with 520
years of silt, sediment, earth and grass completely
covering it all until those excavations started. Because
of it all being so completely hidden for all those years, it
is the only example in the whole of Spain which is vast
(& indeed probably in the whole world ) of a synagogue
that has never been used for any other religious worship
other than Judaism such as a church or mosque. When

When digging was underway and the ruins
were beginning to emerge,, some of my
friends who live in Spain heard about all this
and the possibility was investigated about
our holding a service there. After much
negotiation and “humming and harring”
with all the authorities, we were finally able
to go ahead with plans to hold our Simchat Torah service
there, with the amazing fact & the knowledge that this
would be the very first Jewish service being held in Lorca
for over 500 years! Isn’t that fantastic!
Well, we finally arrived at our destination, arrangements
having been made for us to enter in a special entrance
further up the mountain to avoid some of our more
elderly people having a long walk & we entered the area in
great anticipation as you can imagine. Excavations had
progressed enough that we were able to see the original
walls of the synagogue which were about windowsill
height and then added to for safety’s sake, with some
rooms, a stable and various other ongoing excavations
excavated as recently as last year, with much more
planned in the future. There were also posters all around
with photographs of the original diggings explaining
all about the site, both in Spanish and fortunately in
English as well!
We held the usual Simchat Torah service, commencing
with the blowing of two shofarim by two of the children
present, which was a very emotional tearful moment,
bearing in mind that was the very first time a shofar had
been heard there for over 500 years! One particularly
poignant instance was when Alan, my friend who took
the service said “Kaddish” for 15 of the Jewish men who
had been murdered there in Lorca under the Inquisition
all those years ago, pronouncing all their Spanish names
and I felt that was very special. One of our men, Stanley,
was celebrating his second Bar Mitzvah and so special
prayers were said for him and the men danced around
him, holding a tallit over him. I got some of them to
help push the chairs back so the women could “have a
dance” in time-honoured fashion .
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Of course, we had all the hakkofes as usual with the men
parading round in the original synagogue site and then
round the whole congregation .In fact, it was the service
we were used to, by and large, just in a very special
location. This was followed by “Kiddush” as wine and
cake had also been brought up the mountain together
with all the other necessary appurtenances such as the
sifre torah, tallesim, etc. and everyone commented how
very moved they felt on being part of such a very historymaking occasion.
Just a bit about what we were able to see there. The
upper areas of the building have been reconstructed
using wood to enable visitors to fully appreciate the size
and layout of the structure as it was when it was in use.
A viewing gallery runs round the part of the excavated
rooms and stables , which was only done as recently as
last year and many of us took the opportunity to have a
really good look at what has been achieved so far. About
11 rooms have now been revealed and much more is
planned for the future, as the excavations are ongoing
The site has yielded up an extraordinary wealth of
archeological finds, including the remains of 20 glass
lamps which once lit the synagogue, demonstrating that
the site was abandoned in a hurry and never re-occupied.

These now have pride of place in the museum’s exhibition,
following very skilful restoration, along with chanukiyot
and ceramics, as well as council archives, which give
an insight into the lives of the people who lived in this
Jewish quarter so very long ago.
The whole site is now obviously one of immense historical
value and tours take place daily and I can assure you that
if you are able to visit this amazing discovery, you will
not only have a great day out but will gain much from
the knowledge of how our ancestors of long ago lived
their everyday Jewish lives.
Many countries were represented on this very unique
occasion and messages of support have been received
from relatives of those who were exiled under the Spanish
Inquisition. I understand that the Spanish Government
has recently offered Spanish citizenship to those who can
prove they are descendants of those people and so far
about 4,000 people have accepted this offer.
In conclusion, I am sure I speak for all of us who had the
privilege of being part of this momentous occasion, when
I say that it is a very special memory and an absolute
honour to have been part of this very first Jewish service
in over 500 years, a memory I will long cherish!

A Tribute to Helene Samuels

by Simon Polchar

15/11/1919 – 19/10/2018 age 98
Auntie Helene had a long and fulfilling life. Right to the end she had a keen memory and a strong personality. The
middle of three sisters she survived them all and was thus the last of her generation. ‘Auntie Helene’ became a figurehead for the surviving family, gathered here to day to mourn her departure.
As a young girl she developed a hearing loss but was able to overcome her difficulties thanks to her adoring parents
and later with the devoted support of her husband Eric. She became proficient at lip-reading. Helene and Eric were
a well regarded couple in the Jewish community. Particularly in Solihull were they were one of the first members and
Eric was Chairman of the Council.
Following Eric’s untimely death in 1984, she moved to Bournemouth to be near her sister Mavis and eldest niece
Marion and girls - and the sea. After enjoying an active life: playing bridge, going on cruises and being with the
family, Helene retired to a Home in North London to be near her sister Evelyn and family. Here she was caringly
supported by Trudy, Caroline, Duncan and Barbara.
We all have special memories of Auntie Helene.
When my mother Mavis died, Helene became an even more important figure in our family life, being a close and
loving great aunt to our boys; expressing her interest, delight and also disapproval - as only Auntie Helene could. She
was a very important pillar in our lives and will be greatly missed.
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Tractate Shabbat. In the context of discussing Shabbat
candles, the Chanukah candles (and by extension, the
Chanukah holiday) get their time in the Talmudic sun.
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1. Eight Nights = Miracle Lights

4. Before There Were Potatoes There Was ... Cheese!
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Why is Chanukah eight nights long?
The sages taught: On the 25th of Kislev, the days of
Chanukah are eight. One may not eulogize on them, and
one may not fast on them. This is because when the Greeks
entered the Sanctuary, they defiled all the oils that were
in the Sanctuary. And when the Chashmonean monarchy
overcame them and emerged victorious over them, they
searched and found only one cruse of oil that remained
with the seal of the High Priest. And there was sufficient oil
there to light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle
occurred, and they lit the candelabrum from it for eight
days. The next year, the sages instituted those days and made
them holidays with the recitation of Hallel and prayers of
thanksgiving.
But there’s more. Seven represents all that is found
within this world. There are seven days of the week,
seven classical planets and seven musical notes. In fact,
the world itself was created in seven days.

Today, there is a widespread custom to enjoy potato latkes
on Chanukah, since the oil they are fried in reminds us
of the miracle of the flames on the Temple menorah
burning for eight days. But there is an older custom to
eat cheese pancakes on Chanukah, which is reminiscent
of the dairy (and intoxicating) meal that the brave
Judith fed the Greek general before she decapitated him

in his sleep, saving her village. Apparently cheese latkes
morphed into potato latkes (potatoes were unknown in
the Old World until the late 16th century), and a new
custom was born.
5. You Light a Hillel Menorah

Then there is the number eight, which represents that
which is above, that which does not fit into the neat slots
that hold the bits and pieces of our lives. The number
eight evokes the transcendent and the G‑dly. Eight is the
number of miracles.
2. Light After Dark
The Chanukah candles must burn after nightfalls, since
their purpose is to bring light into darkness. But they
need to be lit early enough that someone will see them.
The lights need to be seen so they can serve their function
of reminding others of the great miracle G‑d wrought.
3. The Silent Holiday
Chanukah is the only Jewish holiday not mentioned
in the 24 books of the Bible. That’s because the canon
was sealed by the Men of the Great Assembly, who
flourished two centuries before the Chanukah miracle.
Nor does it have a tractate in the Talmud that discusses
its observances. Instead, it gets a by-the-way mention in

In the days of the Talmud, there were two major
academies of learning: Hillel and Shammai. The House
of Hillel taught that every night of Chanukah we add
another candle—as we do today. The House of Shammai,
however, maintained that we begin with eight lights
on the first night and light one less flame every night,
ending Chanukah with a single flame.2 Tempted to try
the Shammai template? The time to do that is yet come.
Tradition tells us that when Moshiach comes, we will
follow the rulings of the House of Shammai. But until
then, there is a beautiful lesson to be learned from the
Hillel model. Add more light every night. Every little bit
of lights add up to create something brilliant.
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6.
Syrians,
Greeks,
Hellenists or Yevanim?
We sometimes hear of
Greeks, Syrians or even
Hellenists in the Chanukah
story. So who exactly were the interlopers who were
expelled by the Maccabees? All of the above! After the
death of Alexander the Great, his empire was broken up:
the Seleucid Greek Empire was based in Syria, and the
Ptolemaic Empire had its base in Alexandria, Egypt. The
soldiers stationed in Judea belonged to the Syrian Greeks.
And who are the Hellenists and the Yevanim? The very
same people: Hella is the Greek word for Greece, and
Yavan is how we say it in Hebrew.
(Now, just to make things a bit more confusing, there
were also the Hellenized Jews, or “Mityavnim” in
Hebrew, who sided with the Greeks/Yevanim/Hellenists/
Syrians/Seleucids and posed an even greater threat to the
survival of traditional Jewish life.)
7. Menorahs Everywhere
On the first Chanukah, candles were lit all over the
courtyard of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. This brought
the Chanukah light from the inner sanctum of the
Temple, the holiest spot on earth, out into the open. As
Jews continue to observe Chanukah all over the globe,
the ripples of holiness continue to widen and expand.
8. Lots of Choices
Most Jewish holidays begin on only four out of seven
days of the week. For example, the first day of Rosh
Hashanah can be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or
Shabbat—never Sunday, Wednesday or Friday. However
since the month preceding Chanukah (Cheshvan) can
have 29 or 30 days, Chanukah can actually begin on any
day of the week besides Tuesday.
9. Were the Maccabees Really So Great?
Any kid who attends Chabad preschool can tell you that
the heroes of the Chanukah story are the Maccabees, the
clan who led the brave insurgency against the Greeks
invaders. But it was not all good. Judah Maccabee and
his family were Kohanim, members of the priestly tribe
chosen by G‑d to minister in the Holy Temple. Judah
Maccabee’s successors took the kingship for themselves,
something that rightfully belonged to the descendants
of King David. Indeed, it did not take long until the
monarchy of Judea was dragged down into a series of

unending power grabs and bloody intrigue, with king
after king trying to imitate the very same Greeks their
ancestors had ousted from the land.
10. Chanukah in the USSR
For most of his life, Avraham Genin lit the menorah
in the privacy of his own home, or in the synagogue.
A former soldier in the Red Army, he lost his foot to
a German bomb. But that didn’t prevent him from
walking to synagogue every week—an effort that took
him an hour and a half. A stalwart chassid who refused
to bow to Stalin and his minions, he served bravely as
a mohel and a teacher of Torah, a beacon of light in a
G‑dless communist era.
But then the unthinkable happened. By Chanukah of
1991, cracks had formed in the Iron Curtain and, in the
presence of approximately 6,000 Jewish people, Avraham
Genin kindled a giant menorah inside the Kremlin Palace
of Congresses. Public Chanukah menorah lightings have
been a staple of Jewish Russian life ever since.
11. Chanukah in Space
December of 1993, Space
Shuttle Endeavour was sent
into space to service the
Hubble Space Telescope.
One of the astronauts to
bravely perform a spacewalk
to repair the telescope was
Jeffrey Hoffman.
Knowing that he would be stuck in space over
Chanukah, Hoffman made sure to bring along a dreidel
and a traveling menorah so that he’d be able to celebrate
(because of lack of gravity and safety concerns, there was
no way to light candles).
Then, via live satellite communication, he showed his
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Chanukah supplies, gave his dreidel a twirl in the air, and wished Jews everywhere a happy Chanukah
12. Is Your Menorah in the Doorway or at a Window?
The most common custom (outside of Israel) is to light the menorah at a window. In Mishnaic times, however, the
menorah would be placed outside, on the left side of the door leading in from the street.
This led to a fascinating law. Normally if a person placed a candle in the street, and a straw-bearing donkey brushed
by too close, the owner of the candle would be responsible for the ensuing conflagration. On Chanukah, however, he
would be exempt because he was doing a mitzvah.
Why was the menorah placed to the left of the door? Because the mezuzah is placed on the right side. With the
mezuzah on one side and the menorah on the other, you are literally surrounded by holiness.
The harsh realities of the diaspora, both sociopolitical and meteorological, forced the menorah to an indoor doorway,
and some communities developed the custom to put it on the windowsill instead. Even today, many people (including
Chabad) prefer to light in a doorway, surrounding ourselves with the mitzvahs of mezuzah and the menorah, just as
in ancient times.
13. How Chanukah Went Public in Three Years
The purpose of the menorah is to spread awareness to as many people as possible. This is why the menorah is also lit
in the synagogue every night. But in recent years, the mitzvah of menorah has rippled out even further.
During Chanukah of 1973, some Chabad-Lubavitch yeshivah students were planning to go to Manhattan to distribute
menorahs. They figured that if they could put a giant menorah on top of a car, many more people would notice them
and take the menorahs they were distributing. Using wooden scraps and cinder blocks, they manage to make a large
menorah and tie it down to the roof of a station wagon. The menorah turned out to be a success.
By 1974, Rabbi Abraham Shemtov had the unusual, perhaps wild, idea of lighting a menorah right in front of
Independence Hall, which houses the Liberty Bell, the icon of American freedom.
In 1975, on the opposite U.S. coast, Rabbi Chaim Drizin in San Francisco had made arrangements to light an
oversized wooden menorah in the city’s Union Square. Bill Graham—a child survivor of the Holocaust and a wellknown music promoter—donated a 22–foot-tall mahogany menorah, and the tradition grew into its current form.
In 2016, Chabad-Lubavitch set up more than 15,000 large public menorahs. Public lightings and Chanukah events
were held in more than 90 countries around the world. Additionally, 5,000 menorah-topped vehicles roamed the
roads, creating holiday awareness in cities, towns and rural areas around the world.
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The Chanukah Story
Under Syrian Rule
More than 2000 years ago there was a time when the
land of Israel was part of the Syrian Empire, dominated
by Syrian rulers of the dynasty of the Seleucids.
In order to relate the story that led up to Chanukah, we
shall start with Antiochus III, the King of Syria, who
reigned from 3538 to 3574 (222-186 B.C.E.). He had
waged war with King Ptolemy of Egypt over the possession
of the Land of Israel. Antiochus III was victorious and the
Land of Israel was annexed to his empire. At the beginning
of his reign he was favourably disposed toward the Jews
and accorded them some privileges. Later on, however,
when he was beaten by the Romans and compelled to pay
heavy taxes, the burden fell upon the various peoples of
his empire who were forced to furnish the heavy gold that
was required of him by the Romans. When Antiochus
died, his son Seleucus IV took over, and further oppressed
the Jews.
Added to the troubles from the outside were the grave
perils that threatened Judaism from within. The influence
of the Hellenists (people who accepted idol-worship
and the Syrian way of life) was increasing. Yochanan,
the High Priest, foresaw the danger to Judaism from the
penetration of Syrian-Greek influence into the Holy Land.
For, in contrast to the ideal of outward beauty held by
the Greeks and Syrians, Judaism emphasizes truth and
moral purity, as commanded by G-d in the holy Torah.
The Jewish people could never give up their faith in G-d
and accept the idol-worship of the Syrians.
Yochanan was therefore opposed to any attempt on the
part of the Jewish Hellenists to introduce Greek and Syrian
customs into the land. The Hellenists hated him. One of
them told the King’s commissioner that in the treasury of
the Temple there was a great deal of wealth.
The wealth in the treasury consisted of the contributions
of “half a shekel” made by all adult Jews annually. That
was given for the purpose of the sacrifices on the altar,
as well as for fixing and improving the Temple building.
Another part of the treasury consisted of orphans’ funds
which were deposited for them until they became of age.
Seleucus needed money in order to pay the Romans. He
sent his minister Helyodros to take the money from the
treasury of the Temple. In vain did Yochanan, the High
Priest, beg him not to do it. Helyodros did not listen and

entered the gate of the Temple. But suddenly, he became
pale with fright. The next moment he fainted and fell to
the ground. After Helyodros came to, he did not dare
enter again.

The “Madman”
A short time later, Seleucus was killed and his brother
Antiochus IV began to reign over Syria (in 3586 - 174
B.C.E.). He was a tyrant of a rash and impetuous nature,
contemptuous of religion and of the feelings of others.
He was called “Epiphanes,” meaning “the gods’ beloved.”
Several of the Syrian rulers received similar titles. But
a historian of his time, Polebius, gave him the epithet
Epimanes (“madman”), a title more suitable to the
character of this harsh and cruel king.
Desiring to unify his kingdom through the medium of a
common religion and culture, Antiochus tried to root out
the individualism of the Jews by suppressing all the Jewish
Laws. He removed the righteous High Priest, Yochanan,
from the Temple in Jerusalem, and in his place installed
Yochanan’s brother Joshua, who loved to call himself by
the Greek name of Jason. For he was a member of the
Hellenist party, and he used his high office to spread more
and more of the Greek customs among the priesthood.
Joshua or Jason was later replaced by another man,
Menelaus, who had promised the king that he would
bring in more money than Jason did. When Yochanan,
the former High Priest, protested against the spread of
the Hellenists’ influence in the Holy Temple, the ruling
High Priest hired murderers to assassinate him.
Antiochus was at that time engaged in a successful war
against Egypt. But messengers from Rome arrived and
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commanded him to stop the war, and he had to yield.
Meanwhile, in Jerusalem, a rumour spread that a serious
accident, had befallen Antiochus. Thinking that he
was dead, the people rebelled against Menelaus. The
treacherous High Priest fled together with his friends.

The Martyrs
Antiochus returned from Egypt enraged by Roman
interference with his ambitions. When he heard what
had taken place in Jerusalem, he ordered his army to fall
upon the Jews. Thousands of Jews were killed. Antiochus
then enacted a series of harsh decrees against the Jews.
Jewish worship was forbidden; the scrolls of the Law
were confiscated and burned. Sabbath rest, circumcision
and the dietary laws were prohibited under penalty of
death.
Even one of the respected elders of that generation, Rabbi
Eliezer, a man of 90, was ordered by the servants of
Antiochus to eat pork so that others would do the same.
When he refused they suggested to him that he pick up
the meat to his lips to appear to be eating. But Rabbi
Eliezer refused to do even that and was put to death.
There were thousands of others who likewise sacrificed
their lives. The famous story of Hannah and her seven
children happened at that time.
Antiochus’ men went from town to town and from village
to village to force the inhabitants to worship pagan gods.
Only one refuge area remained and that was the hills of
Judea with their caves. But even there did the Syrians
pursue the faithful Jews, and many a Jew died a martyr’s
death.

Mattityahu
One day the henchmen of Antiochus arrived in the village
of Modin where Mattityahu, the old priest, lived. The
Syrian officer built an altar in the marketplace of the village
and demanded that Mattityahu offer sacrifices to the Greek

gods. Mattityahu replied, “I, my sons and my brothers are
determined to remain loyal to the covenant which our G-d
made with our ancestors!”
Thereupon, a Hellenistic Jew approached the altar to offer
a sacrifice. Mattityahu grabbed his sword and killed him,
and his sons and friends fell upon the Syrian officers and
men. They killed many of them and chased the rest away.
They then destroyed the altar.
Mattityahu knew that Antiochus would be enraged when
he heard what had happened. He would certainly send an
expedition to punish him and his followers. Mattityahu,
therefore, left the village of Modin and fled together
with his sons and friends to the hills of Judea. All loyal
and courageous Jews joined them. They formed legions
and from time to time they left their hiding places to fall
upon enemy detachments and outposts, and to destroy
the pagan altars that were built by order of Antiochus.

The Maccabees
Before his death, Mattityahu called his sons together
and urged them to continue to fight in defence of G
d’s Torah. He asked them to follow the counsel of their
brother Shimon the Wise. In waging warfare, he said, their
leader should be Yehuda the Strong. Yehuda was called
“Maccabee,” a word composed of the initial letters of
the four Hebrew words Mi Komocho Bo’eilim Hashem,
“Who is like unto Thee, O G-d.”
Antiochus sent his General Apolonius to wipe out Yehuda
and his followers, the Maccabees. Though greater in number
and equipment than their adversaries, the Syrians were
defeated by the Maccabees. Antiochus sent out another
expedition which also was defeated. He realized that only
by sending a powerful army could he hope to defeat Yehuda
and his brave fighting men. An army consisting of more
than 40,000 men swept the land under the leadership of
two commanders, Nicanor and Gorgiash. When Yehuda
and his brothers heard of that, they exclaimed: “Let us fight
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unto death in defence of our souls and our Temple!” The
people assembled in Mitzpah, where Samuel, the prophet
of old, had offered prayers to G-d. After a series of battles
the war was won.

The Dedication
Now the Maccabees returned to Jerusalem to liberate it.
They entered the Temple and cleared it of the idols placed
there by the Syrian vandals. Yehuda and his followers built
a new altar, which he dedicated on the twenty-fifth of the
month of Kislev, in the year 3622.
Since the golden Menorah had been stolen by the Syrians,
the Maccabees now made one of cheaper metal. When they
wanted to light it, they found only a small cruse of pure
olive oil bearing the seal of the High Priest Yochanan. It
was sufficient to light only for one day. By a miracle of G-d,
it continued to burn for eight days, till new oil was made

available. That miracle proved that G-d had again taken
His people under His protection. In memory of this, our
sages appointed these eight days for annual thanksgiving
and for lighting candles.

1) On which Jewish date does Chanukah begin?
2) How long does Chanukah last?
3) When do we light the menorah?
4) Where do we place the menorah?
5) How many blessings do we say before lighting the
menorah on the first night?
6) How long should the Chanukah lights burn for?
7) On Friday what do we light first the Shabbos candles
or the Chanukah lights?
8) Which nation ruled over Israel at the time of the
Chanukah story?
9) What was the name of the king of that nation?
10) What was the name of the leader of the Jewish rebellion?
11) What was the name of his son and successor?
12) What was the name of the woman whose seven sons were killed and who sacrificed her own life
rather than worship idols?
13) How many lights did the menorah in the Temple have?
14) What do the letters on the dreidel stand for?

www.chanukah.org
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Where’s Rabbi Pink??
International Conference of Chabad Lubavitch Rabbis

More than 5,600 rabbis and guests from 101 countries
gathered tonight for the gala dinner highlighting
the 35th International Conference of Chabad
Lubavitch Emissaries. The celebration was infused
with inspiration and joy, but tempered this year in the
shadow of the antiSemitic shooting in Pittsburgh that
left 11 dead only eight days before, as well as the 10th
anniversary of the murder of Rabbi Gabi and Rivky
Holtzberg, directors of ChabadLubavitch of Mumbai,
in the 2008 terrorist attacks in Mumbai.
Noting that at times like these, the teachings and vision
of the Rebbe—Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of
righteous memory, are more timely and urgent than
ever—Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, chairman of Merkos
Linyonei Chinuch and Machne Israel (the educational
and socialservices arms of the Chabad
Lubavitch
movement) pointed to the work of Chabad emissaries
in Pittsburgh and beyond in the immediate aftermath
of the attack.

of the horrific killings, immediately sprung into action,
each in your own unique way, and in all corners of the
world, turning grief into acts of comfort, support, solace
and encouragement.”

A Cherished Memory
Rabbi Moshe Kotlarsky, chairman of the Kinus, sounded
the conference theme when he spoke of a mission he
had received from the Rebbe in 1984, to travel to the
Caribbean island of Curaçao. Not knowing what he
was to do there once he landed, he went straight to a
synagogue and met a Jew, who, taken aback at seeing a
Chassidic Jew on the island, revealed that his son had
been expelled from his public school, and they didn’t

“As we continue to reel from the unspeakable tragedy
that has struck our people,” he said, “it is heartening
tonight to gaze around the room and see—and feel—
the palpable strength of Jewish unity that permeates
this gathering.
“It was you, dear shluchim, who on the Saturday night
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know what to do. Kotlarsky invited the boy to attend
Camp Gan Israel in New York, and later the father,
Chaim Groisman, sent a letter to the Rebbe thanking
him for showing care to a “small Jew in Curaçao.”
“I must, however, take exception to your referring to
yourself as ‘a small Jew from Curaçao,’ ” the Rebbe
responded. “ ... there is no such thing as ‘a small Jew.’ ”
The attendees, as well as those joining the live webcast
on Chabad.org, Facebook and Twitter, also heard from
young Hersh Meir Oberlander of Budapest and Mendel
Klein of Moscow. They told the story of their grandfather,
Rabbi Moshe Lazar, who was born and raised in Austria
just before the Hitler’s Anschluss.
Lazar recalled watching Hitler’s motorcade ride through
the streets and, seeing everyone else saluting with their
right arms, following suit. “My sister slapped my shoulder
down,” he remembered, “I still feel that slap until today.”
The Lazar family managed to make it to New York, where
the boy was sent to the newly founded Lubavitcher
yeshivah, where he and his classmates developed a close
relationship with the Rebbe. Not long after his wedding,
he and his wife were sent to Milan, Italy, to join Rabbi
Gershon Mendel and Bassie Garelik in their work there,
where they have remained ever since.
That today his children and grandchildren are emissaries
in, among other places, Hungary and Russia, “is a
miracle,” said Lazar.
The first Kinus took place in 1983 (35 years ago) in a
conference room at Lubavitch World Headquarters at 770
Eastern Parkway in the Crown Heights neighborhood of
Brooklyn, N.Y., attended by 65 shluchim. That number
was multiplied almost 100 times over this year.
The venue—a massive, repurposed gym at Rockland
Community College in Suffern, N.Y.—saw a staff of
484 spend 10,670 hours setting up the hall and serving
its 528 tables.

A ThreePart Story
On the program as well was an emotional three part
story told by Rabbi Motti Flikshtein of Wilmington,
Del.; Rabbi Aryeh Weinstein of Newtown, Pa.; and
youth leader Zack Horowitz.
Taking the podium, Flikshtein, program director at
Chabad of Wilmington, told the story of a boy named
Matt who grew up in a warm but secular Jewish home

and at one point started falling in with the wrong crowd.
“He was gravitating towards crime and drugs,” shared
Flikshtein. “In desperation, his parents thought that
bringing him to the local Chabad might assist them with
their wayward son.”
He walked into synagogue on Shabbat morning dressed
to shock the rabbi. He didn’t, and instead the rabbi gave
him a huge hug—a hug that changed his life.
“Fellow shluchim, dear guests,” said Flikshtein, “Matt
was me.”
At that point, Weinstein, an emissary in Bucks County,
Pa., and rabbi of the Shul of Newtown, began to speak.
He had given Flikshtein that hug years earlier, although,
he admitted, it wasn’t exactly his nature. “The Rebbe
expects us to reach out with chesed—with love ...
Matt— Motti—got that hug. For me, it was another
expression of the Rebbe’s love, but for him, it was a life
altering moment.”
Horowitz, a 20 yearold from Wilmington, followed,
telling of his experience with his local CTeen (Chabad
teen network) chapter, led by Flikshtein and his wife,
Rochel, and his newfound connection to Judaism.
Today studying fulltime in yeshivah, Horowitz thanked
both Rabbis Flikshtein and Weinstein.
As is done every year, Kotlarsky paused to remember
those who passed away this year. He noted that this
week will make 10 years since the murder of Rabbi
Gabi and Rivky Holtzberg, codirectors of Chabad of
Mumbai. “Gabi and Rivky will never be forgotten,” he
said. “May we find true solace ... in the continuity of
Chabad of India in the work of Rabbi Yisroel and Chaya
Kozlovsky.”
Kotlarsky led the roll call, assisted by children of
emissaries around the world, including Aryeh Leib
Lifshitz from Boise, Idaho, and Mendel Banon from
Casablanca, Morocco, announcing the emissaries from
each and every of the more than 100 countries.
Then they danced. Thousands of rabbis and their
supporters, weaving among the tables in a mess of
concentric circles spreading as far as the eye can see,
jumping with arms over arms, boom cameras and lights
overhead.
“I can’t tell you how much this means to me,” shouted
Kozlovsky over the music. He returns to Mumbai on
Monday.
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Tragedy and Resolve: 10 Years After
Mumbai Terror
By Dovid Margolin www.chabad.org

Rabbi Gavriel Holtzberg (right) officiates at a wedding in Mumbai as his wife, Rivka (left) looks on. The Holtzbergs, the dedicated
founders and directors of Chabad-Lubavitch of Mumbai, were killed along with four guests during a brutal attack on their center 10
years ago. (Photo: Chabad.org)

Ten years ago, on a cold, overcast Friday morning in
Brooklyn, N.Y., reporters filled the lobby of the Jewish
Children’s Museum for a hastily arranged press conference.
The previous 48 tense, unsettling hours had jumped and
crawled to a final, shocking conclusion.
“With profound sadness and deep sorrow, we received
the definitive news, just a short while ago, confirming the
brutal murder of two of our finest, Rabbi Gavriel Noach,
29, and Rivka Holtzberg, 28, our dear representatives in
Mumbai, India, who served their community with love and
devotion,” announced Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, chairman of
Merkos L’Inyonei Chinuch, the educational arm of the
Chabad-Lubavitch movement.
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“On behalf of their colleagues and fellow shluchim and
shluchos [emissaries] around the world and on behalf of
the entire world of Lubavitch, we express deeply heartfelt
condolences to the parents and family of this beautiful,
young couple, and to the families and loved ones of
each of those who have been brutally murdered in this
senseless, barbaric attack. In the traditional Jewish blessing
to mourners: May G-d Almighty comfort you amongst all
the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.”
Pakistani Muslim terrorists had laid waste to the city of
Mumbai, killing men, women and children in hotels, a
train station and on the streets of the city formerly known
as Bombay—164 would be the ultimate death toll—

With the help of the New York-based Rohr family, Chabad of Mumbai purchased the Nariman House, on a
side alley in the Colaba district of Mumbai, seen here prior to the attacks. (Photo: Chabad.org)
but the fate of the hostages held at the Chabad House, or
Nariman House, had not been known until the last, bitter
moment.
The confirmation sent shockwaves throughout the world.
“Rabbi and wife killed in Mumbai,” reported an outlet as
distant as the Times of Malta, noting that the couple had
“arrived in Mumbai in 2003 to serve the small Jewish
community there, running a synagogue and Torah classes,
and assisting Jewish tourists to the seaside city.”
People wanted to know about the Holtzbergs. “What Were
Orthodox Jews Doing in Mumbai?” asked Slate. The answer
came in the form of numerous firsthand accounts—men and
women who had encountered Gabi and Rivky, as they were
known, in the years they had run Chabad of Mumbai. It
came in the hundreds of memorial events that took place in
the days and weeks that followed, and the tens of thousands
of mitzvot, and acts of goodness and kindness taken on by
perfect strangers moved by the selfless dedication of the
martyred couple. And it came in the continuation of the
Chabad work that the Holtzbergs had begun and been
denied the chance to carry on. The Shabbat following the
attacks, rabbinical students were in Mumbai to organize

and run the Chabad Friday-night meal. Five years ago, a
permanent emissary couple—Rabbi Yisroel and Chaya
Kozlovsky—arrived in Mumbai, and in 2014, the Chabad
House reopened its doors once again.
But memory of the Holtzbergs remains in Mumbai to this
day.
“They were here for less than five years,” says Rabbi
Kozlovsky. “We’ve already been here longer than they
were. But what they accomplished in five years, I don’t
think I’ll do in 20.”
Even now, a decade later, it’s impossible to shake the vision
of the Chabad House in Mumbai under siege, treated not
as a house of prayer and kindness on a nondescript side
street in the business capital of India, but as an embassy
of the Jewish people to be targeted and destroyed in an
act of war.

Faraway Mumbai
The smell, the noise, the dirt. Chaotic Mumbai assaults
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the senses. Its never-ending heat and humidity exhausts,
and summer monsoons bring torrential rains, transforming
narrow streets into rivers of flowing mud. For the visitor,
Mumbai’s everyday reality is a constant reminder that they
are far, far away from home.
“It’s a sensory overload,” says Erin Beser, who first landed in
the city of 18 million in the summer of 2006, staying for a
year. As an American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
(JDC) volunteer in Mumbai, Beser came to work with the
local Bene Israel Indian Jewish community. It was during the
orientation—when JDC volunteers a year ahead of Beser
showed her the ropes and introduced her to the Jewish scene
in the city—that a fellow volunteer led her to Mumbai’s
Chabad center for Friday-night Shabbat dinner, saying that
it was a “place where you can just be.” There, she met Rabbi
Gabi and Rivky.
Unlike other Chabad outposts in Asia, most of Chabad
of Mumbai’s regulars were not the ubiquitous Israeli
backpackers, who prefer to strike out for India’s scenic
north, but Israeli and international Jewish businesspeople—
volunteers like Beser—and NGO employees based in
the city. For Beser, her expectations of what Jewish life in
Mumbai would look like were “surpassed. I was surprised by
how much I enjoyed it.”
The Holtzbergs had only a few years earlier moved their center
into Nariman House, a new construction on a side alley in
the tourist-heavy Colaba district they purchased with the
help of the New York-based Rohr family. Beser remembers
Gabi and Rivky living on one floor, with another being used
for events, classes and meals. But they had big plans for the
rest of the six-story building. Beser became a regular, coming
with friends on Friday nights or simply dropping by before
a Jewish holiday just to “schmooze with Rivky.” Far from
her own hometown of Baltimore, the Chabad House was a
splash of the familiar, especially during her first few months
in Mumbai before her roommate arrived.
“You’d walk into their apartment, and it was bright, white,
clean,” says Beser, today 34. Rivky would bake challah every
week, the aroma wafting through Nariman House. “It was
just a cool atmosphere; it was very comforting.”
At Shabbat meals, Gabi Holtzberg had instituted an
icebreaker; going around the table, guests were each asked to
share a song, story or a dvar Torah—words of Torah. Beser
liked to choose the words of Torah option, hoping to goodnaturedly spar with the rabbi. Although he didn’t take the
bait, “I think he liked it,” she says.
For Gabi, his day could typically begin by performing a brit
milah (circumcision)—he was a trained mohel—go on to

give a Torah class and then head out to slaughter kosher
meat before rushing to tend to an emergency, perhaps
visiting an Israeli backpacker in trouble with the authorities.
It was Rivky holding down the fort at the Chabad House,
and it was Rivky with whom Beser bonded most. Rivky
was outgoing and welcoming, even in the late stages of
pregnancy. Beser remembers Rivky going back to Israel for
the birth and returning with a new baby boy, Moshe. Rivky
never mentioned that they had another child, ill with TaySachs, in a facility in Israel—something Beser would only
learn later from others.
“Rivky was one of the bravest, toughest people I ever met,”
she says. “To have a baby sick, to be pregnant, to be far from
home, and to keep going and navigating life, I had enormous
respect for her.”
Throughout the year, when senior JDC staff or other guests
would visit Mumbai, they would all head to the Chabad
House for the convivial environment. And there were the
little things: Beser recalls the Holtzbergs working hard to
help her roommate get kosher meat or arranging sleeping
arrangements for them near Chabad if the young women
didn’t want to make the long trek back to their apartment
late on a Friday night. She left Mumbai at the end of the
summer of 2007, giving Rivky a parting hug. “Be’ezrat
Hashem—with G-d’s help—we’ll see each other again,” she
remembers telling her.
The next time she saw Gabi and Rivky was a little more
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than a year later, while volunteering in Turkey, watching the
Mumbai terror attacks unfold on a flickering screen.

Nov. 26, 2008
It was late morning on a cold winter day in Brooklyn when
Motti Seligson, director of media relations at Chabad.org,
got an unexpected call from a journalist source. “Check up
on your guy in Mumbai,” he cryptically told him. Seligson
glanced at the news. Seeing nothing, he gave the rabbi a call.
He then tried an office number, then the homeline. Nothing
worked.
Reports began appearing in the national media of a massive
coordinated attack unfolding in Mumbai; Pakistani Muslim
terrorists from the Lashkar-e-Tayyiba group were unleashing
hell upon the city. Seligson called both sets of parents
to double-check that the Holtzbergs were indeed still in
Mumbai at the time. They were.
“We started getting concerned,” says Seligson, “but we hadn’t
yet considered that they had been targeted.”
As detailed by Rabbi David Eliezrie in his 2015 book, The
Secret of Chabad, a crisis-management team was quickly
set up at Lubavitch World Headquarters in the Crown
Heights neighborhood of Brooklyn, although there was still
some question as to what exactly the crisis was. “They set up

communications with India and began monitoring media
and government sources of information,” writes Eliezrie,
including paying close attention to social-media channels,
such as the relatively new Twitter.
News from Mumbai was bleak. The terrorists had split up
and were assaulting multiple sites across the city, including a
90 minute bloodbath at the massive central train terminus,
shooting up the Leopold Cafe, and attacking guests and
holing up at the Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Hotel and
the Oberoi-Trident Hotel. The terrorists had attempted to
attack a hospital, killing police outside, and planted bombs
in taxis that went off later, also killing people. Realizing the
degree of the carnage unfolding, Seligson remembers the
team in Brooklyn faxing pictures and descriptions of the
Holtzbergs to Mumbai hospitals, hoping some information
might come about that way.
But the terrible truth was that the Holtzbergs and their guests
were being held hostage in the Chabad House. When the 10
terrorists had disembarked from their hijacked fishing boat
at the Mumbai waterfront, two of them had headed straight
to Chabad, later learned to have been a priority, entering
only minutes after the shooting at the train station had
commenced. Gabi had managed to call the Israeli consulate
in Mumbai, telling them “Hamatzav lo tov—The situation
is not good.” Then the line went dead.

Sandra Samuel was the Indian nanny of the Holtzberg's son, Moshe. Pictured here during a return trip to the
Chabad House. (Photo: Chabad of Mumbai/Chabad.org)
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It was early evening when Meylekh (P.V.) Viswanath,
a professor of finance at Pace University in New York,
got a call from his nephew, who was connected to his
local Chabad at Princeton University, telling him that
Lubavitch Headquarters was searching for someone
who could speak Indian languages. Viswanath, an
observant Jew who lives in New Jersey, was born in
India and had grown up there. After a conversation
with those at headquarters, who asked him if he’d
be able to translate from non-Anglo Indian media
sources, Viswanath, who had previously met the
Holtzbergs on his yearly visits to Mumbai, got into
his car and drove to 770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn.
“I knew I wasn’t going for 15 minutes, but I had no
idea that I would be spending the whole night there,”
he says. “Nobody understood that yet.”
As time passed, it became clear that the Chabad House had
not only been caught in the crossfire, but actually targeted,
and the people inside were in deep trouble. Indian police
evacuated the buildings adjacent to Nariman House, and
Indian media set up nearby. In the United States, CNN was
playing a feed from its sister station in India, IBN. Seligson
called an acquaintance at CNN in Atlanta who put him in
touch with IBN’s anchor on the ground, Raksha Shetty,
who would serve as a valuable source of local intelligence
amid the confusing barrage of real and false information.
That evening, Rabbi Levi Shemtov of American Friends of
Lubavitch (Chabad) in Washington, D.C., dialed Gabi’s cell
phone yet again, when someone picked up at the other end.
It was a male; he spoke no English. “Urdu, Urdu,” insisted
the voice.
Viswanath, who speaks numerous languages, including
Hindi—in many ways the same as Urdu—was by this time
in Brooklyn, and a telephone connection was re-established
at midnight Eastern Standard Time. The terrorist on the line
told Viswanath that his name was Imran. “At one point, we
asked him if all the people there were conscious, because we
had heard reports that some of them were unconscious,”
Viswanath wrote in the Forward a week later. “Imran told us
that everybody was fine: Nobody was hurt and they had not
touched anybody. ‘We haven’t even slapped them around,’
he said.”
He was lying.

Endless Night
For those on the crisis team in Brooklyn, the next dozens of
hours were filled with tension, coffee and harried bathroom
breaks. The connection with the terrorist was on and off.
He demanded to be put in touch with a representative of

the Indian government —something Shemtov tried doing
through the Indian embassy in Washington.
“It was a very heavy situation, but I was more worried about
being able to translate properly and to say what needed to be
said,” says Viswanath. “Obviously, it was a weighty situation,
but I wasn’t thinking about the larger scheme of things.”
The voice on the other end was calm and, says Viswanath,
did not sound evil. “He wasn’t saying I’m going to kill people
or Jews are terrible—none of those things.” Another of the
terrorists had been captured, and it seemed like he was
willing to negotiate.
The phone call with New York wasn’t the terrorists’ only
one. Throughout the attack, they remained in contact with
their handlers in Pakistan via satellite phone, calls that were
recorded and later released by Indian intelligence.
“As I told you, every person you kill where you are is worth
50 of the ones killed elsewhere,” the handler, called Pasha,
later identified as former Pakistani military officer Abdur
Rehman Hashim Syed, informed the terrorists in the
Chabad House.
By this time, Indian commandos had surrounded
Nariman House, perching snipers on nearby buildings.
They exchanged gunfire with the terrorists, blowing out
the windows of the Chabad House as the world watched.
“There’s a child, there’s a child in there,” a shocked Indian
commando could be heard shouting in subsequently released
radio communication, with grainy video footage showing a
little Moshe standing over the inert bodies of his parents.
A little after 11 a.m. Mumbai time, early morning in New
York, there was a sudden break. A woman was seen running
out of the building holding baby Moshe. Indian Sandra
Samuel, his nanny, and Qazi Zakir Hussain, called Jackie,
a Muslim cook at the Chabad House, had heard Moshe’s
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cries from their basement storage-room hideout and rescued
him. Dramatic images of Sandra fleeing the building came
as a relief to family members and those watching around the
world, but also added to the confusion.
“As India reeled from a series of bloody attacks launched
by Islamist extremists across Mumbai, Indian officials said
Thursday that eight hostages held by terrorists at the city’s
Chabad headquarters had been freed by security forces,”
Haaretz reported at the time, quoting Indian media. “...
However, several Israeli officials, including the Foreign
Ministry, said the report was unverified and based on
unconfirmed rumors ...”
As the night progressed in New York, members of the
NYPD’s counter-terrorism team and FBI agents arrived at
770. A hostage negotiator came as well, providing those who
had been on the call with the terrorist tools to implement
the next time they connected. They never did. Viswanath
waited seven-and-a-half hours after the last conversation
with Imran before heading home, exhausted.
“We knew hundreds of people had been killed in Bombay,
but in the Chabad House we didn’t know,” he says, recalling
the drive home. “It was still being treated like a hostage
situation, so it was just waiting and seeing, hoping and
praying.”
Hope that things would end well diminished as time passed.
Although Israel had offered to send a trained team to attempt
a rescue at the Chabad House, the Indian government
rejected it, launching its own raid that would stretch on for
hours, culminating in commandos landing on the roof of
the center and making their way down floor by floor.

There were no survivors.

Shabbat Dawns
The destruction of the Mumbai Chabad House in Mumbai,
the murder of the emissaries who ran it and the guests who
came there for Jewish comfort and warmth, was something
unprecedented. And yet, the Jewish world had faced horrors
before. So had Chabad. In 1956, Arab terrorists infiltrated
the village of Kfar Chabad, Israel, and attacked the village’s
vocational school, and killed one teacher and five students
standing in the midst of silent prayer.
In the days that followed, the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M.
Schneerson, of righteous memory, wrote letters of comfort
to the families of the victims and the shocked villagers. More
than anything else, he encouraged them to build, to expand
their devastated village, to double their efforts and find
comfort through this work. The encouragement was not
meant to be metaphorical
“[You] should begin with vigor the construction of the new
building of the yeshivah and other buildings in the village . . .
,” he wrote to the vocational school’s directors, who opened a
new branch of the school called Yad Hachamisha, or “Hand
of the Five.” A month later, the Rebbe announced he would
send a group of yeshivah students to Israel as his personal
representatives to uplift the broken spirits of his Chassidim
and all of Israel.
The aftermath of the Yad Hachamisha attack has for Chabad
served as a blueprint for how to react to any circumstance of
tragedy. The pain of Mumbai, deep and visceral—Moshe’s
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cries of “Ima” while holding an orange ball will never go
away—was profound, but the response could only be the
same, albeit intensified.
That Friday morning at the press conference in New York,
Krinsky issued a public call on behalf of Chabad-Lubavitch:
“As the Shabbat approaches,” he said, speaking, through
the international media, to the world, “we call upon Jewish
women and girls to brighten the profound darkness the
world is witnessing, and usher in the Shabbat by lighting the
traditional Shabbat candles, 18 minutes before sunset. I am
certain that this would be Gaby’s and Rivka’s wish.”
It was perhaps not uncoincidental that Krinsky had been a
member of that same delegation sent by the Rebbe to Kfar
Chabad a half-century earlier.
“This is the time to take strength,” an emotional Rabbi
Moshe Kotlarsky, vice chairman of Merkos, who had been
in close contact with the Holtzbergs, said at the Holtzbergs’
gut-wrenching funeral the next week. “This is not the time
to ask questions, this is not the time to think, this is the
time to do ... Such brutal darkness can only be fought with
torches, with torches of goodness and kindness and light ... ”

year Indian visa recently expired, which meant this round
date was approaching. Today the director of community
learning and engagement at the Jewish Community Project
Downtown in Manhattan, Beser constantly draws lessons
from her time in India.
From Gabi and Rivky, and her time at Mumbai Chabad, “I
learned to trust Jews very different than you,” she says. “And
to be really welcoming, radically welcoming.”
With the passing of years, certain details crystallize. How
young Gabi and Rivky were, how difficult their lives had
been, and how much they accomplished in such a short time
span. Beser had had a deep respect for Rivky Holtzberg since
her time in Mumbai, but it was getting married and having
her own child that drove it all home.
“She was an amazing woman and person, with a such a
tremendous faith in G-d,” says Beser. “I’m a mother now.
I think about what she went through, how brave she was,
and how much I would have loved to tell her about my son.”
That’s another thing that comes into focus again on the
decade anniversary of the Mumbai attacks: how deep the
loss was, and how big the shoes to be filled.

Ten Years Later
Erin Beser, in Turkey volunteering with the JDC, had
followed the news out of Mumbai as close as she could.
She still had plenty of friends there; JDC volunteers in the
city had been evacuated on Thursday evening, and a group
of Indian Jews she knew had gone down to the area near
Chabad House to try to see what was going on and if they
could help.
Learning that day that the Holtzbergs were gone “was
surreal,” she says. People around her in Turkey knew that
she had been in Mumbai and had personally known those
killed, offering her condolences. Still, what had actually
happened has never fully registered. “In a way, for me, they’re
still there,” she says, “but that place doesn’t exist.”
The Holtzbergs changed countless lives during their short
time on earth and even more after their deaths sanctifying
G-d’s name. The coming months will mark 10 years since
their murder, but also the 10th birthdays of hundreds of
boys and girls named after them, and the 10th anniversary of
donning tefillin every day or lighting Shabbat candles every
week for innumerable Jewish men and women. A Jewish
day-school scholarship fund named for Gabi and Rivky in
Portland, Ore., will celebrate a decade of existence, and a
Shabbat-meals delivery project in their memory in British
Columbia will do the same.
Beser knew that the anniversary was coming up. Her 10-

The Holtzbergs, seen on their wedding day, moved to Mumbai
in 2003 and became beloved leaders in the community. (Photo:
Chabad.org)
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I grew up in a Lubavitch
family in London’s
Stamford Hill. I always
wanted to design clothing, and I dreamed of
one day having my
own brand and my own company.
“I always dressed differently and took
special care of my clothing. As a child,
when I would get suits for Yom Tov, I
would hang up my new suit in the closet
as soon as I came home from shul, and I
would change into an older suit so as not
to ruin the newer one.
“I learned in Chabad yeshivos, first in
Brunoy, France, then in Holon, Israel,

over the world—entrepreneurs, CEOs,
people with high standards and expectations. During my two years there I received
semichah and took an evening course in
interior design.
“After the course I took a three-month
internship at Harper’s Bazaar, a wellknown fashion magazine. Being a religious
Jew, I arranged to work on the men’s side
of things. It was a great experience and
cemented for me the idea that I wanted to
be in the clothing business.
“I went back to London and decided to
go to Savile Row, London’s world-famous
center of tailoring, to try to gain the experience I would need in an apprenticeship
with one of the street’s master
tailors. It’s great to be able to
design and sketch, but to sucIt’s great to be able to
ceed as a designer-tailor, you
design and sketch, but to
need the experience of learnsucceed you need the expeing how to put the physical
material together for the clirience of learning how to
ent.
put the physical material
“One day I built up my
courage
and went knocking
together for the client.
on all the doors in Savile Row
to see if anyone would take
me on as an apprentice. I said
and finally in Oholei Torah in New York. that I was a rabbi who really wanted to do
I very much enjoyed my yeshivah years tailoring and asked if I could apprentice
and learning. After Oholei Torah I went for them. I got many nos until one fashon what is known as bachur shlichus with a ion house told me that while they didn’t
take apprentices, they did have an acadfew friends to Singapore.
“The shlichus was wonderful, with very emy that trained tailors. But at £12,000, it
broad, diverse responsibilities—quite dif- was just too expensive for me.
ferent from a typical shlichus focused on a
“There was a government-sponsored
yeshivah or on tutoring young students. We school that taught tailoring, so I applied to
organized community events for upwards it. The school was in East Ham, the most
of 500 people, designing the layout and awful area in London. I’m sure your English
presentations, coming up with the props, readers will understand that it was dangerous to walk there with my yarmulke. I wore
ordering food and drinks, etc.
“The Singapore community consists of a hat, but it was a nightmare. It I felt like I
highly successful businesspeople from all was in a dangerous part of the Middle East.
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You had to pass through metal detectors to get into the place,
but at least the tailoring part of the school was on a higher
level than the rest of it. After six months in a class with 25
other students, I realized that it would be impossible for me
to learn what I needed to know as part of such a large class.
I also realized that if I wanted an apprenticeship I’d have to
spend three years there, and be the best in the class.
“I wasn’t comfortable with those odds, so I went back
to the company on Savile Row that had its own academy
and applied despite the high cost. I figured that if it was
bashert, it would somehow work out. The tailor remembered me from my visit seven months earlier. He was the
first black tailor on Savile Row, and years later we did a
joint interview with the German Algemeiner. The tailor said
that when I approached him, as an obvious outsider with
my yarmulke and beard, it reminded him of himself, the
first black man on Savile Row. He thought that I probably

When I create a one-ofa-kind piece for a client, I
have this vision in mind.
When people wear a Tiefenbrun suit, I want them
to feel empowered.
wouldn’t get an offer from anybody else, so he decided to
take me into his academy.
“I still had no idea how I was going to pay for it, but a
week later a friend pitched me an opportunity to work at
the Kedem winery for over two months, which would net
some decent money. The tailor agreed to let me miss that
time at the academy, and I went to New York and worked
at Kedem, earning much of the money I would need. The
rest I would pay off slowly.
“After three weeks of studying and catching up at the
academy, the tailor called me in and asked me where I saw
myself in five years. ‘We’d like to take you on as an apprentice,’ he said. It usually takes two or three years of studying
before being accepted as an apprentice, but he took me on
after only three weeks. There was something there—something that he liked about me.

“He had me work for him in the front of the shop. I still
studied at the academy a few days a week part-time, but
the rest of the week I helped him in the shop, doing whatever needed doing. It was the opportunity of a lifetime, and
I was extremely excited. I stood in the front of the shop,
wearing my yarmulke, and we had celebrity clients, royalty
from all over the world.
“Malaysian billionaires would pull up in Rolls Royces,
and I learned to take their coats, offer them a cup of tea
and interact with them. I also gained tons of experience in
both tailoring and the business side of things.
“I also got lots of media attention. At a big tailoring
event I attended, a photographer took my picture and it
was printed in a magazine. The caption mentioned that I
was a part-time rabbi and part-time tailor, which is how the
Rabbi Tailor thing came about. Then the Jewish Chronicle
interviewed me and put me on the cover.
“I was also doing shlichus part-time, which sometimes
necessitated taking time off from work, but the tailor
always allowed me to do it.
When I finished my apprenticeship I needed to fly to
New York multiple times for dates. When my wife and I
got married in Crown Heights, my boss and his wife came
to our wedding.
“After the wedding we decided to live in Singapore,
where, during my earlier shlichus, I had gotten to know one
of the top tailors. He now had a job for me. I would also
run the Ashkenazi minyan there. My role was to do what
Chabad does without actually calling it Chabad.
“I ran the minyan, catering to Ashkenazi expatriate families that would otherwise never attend shul. They sent their
children to the Jewish day school, but they wouldn’t come to
shul. I enticed them by making a Shabbat Abba or a Shabbat
Ima, and then calling the parents of the children to make sure
that they showed up. We went from ten people to sometimes
over 100 people. We would make large Shabbos seudos and
I’d have different children from different families speak or
act out something about the parshah. That’s how I built it—
focusing on the kids—and it really gained a lot of traction.
“The community was growing and the tailoring was
growing, and I began to realize that there’s really no such
thing as a part-time rabbi. Very often I would have to
answer rabbi calls while I was seeing my tailoring clients.
I had to make a decision. It was hard, but ultimately I
decided to go into business, so we moved back to New
York so that I could build my business.
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For the latest community updates visit
https://www.facebook.com/solihullshul
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If you have some news that you would like publicised on the Shul Facebook page
contact Adrienne Langman
adie.langman@gmail.com
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“I got a 1,000 square foot industrial space in the East
Williamsburg-Bushwick area, figuring that at least in
the beginning I didn’t need to be on Madison Avenue,
paying crazy amounts of money for rent. My clients
would find me where I was.
“We’re in a very industrial area, with trucks constantly coming and going. We have a red door without a sign, but the clients come. I get a lot of celebrity
and high-end clients; in fact, I just did a few pieces of
clothing for one of the biggest shows in America. It’s
incredible that all of these big-shot clients will come
all the way to East Williamsburg, in the middle of
nowhere, walk up the stairs at the back of the warehouse, and ultimately walk out with a happy smile.
“From an interior design perspective, I went with
an industrial feel, because it is in an industrial area.
The walls are one color, and there’s lots of wood; it’s
a really nice place with good vibes. I really hope you
can visit someday.”
What is bespoke tailoring?
The term “bespoke” started on Savile Row. It means
that the suit is “spoken for the client.” In other words,
it is handmade especially for the client. Everything is
done just for the client—choosing the color, the fabric,
taking the measurements, and building the suit from
scratch. Just like a construction project has scaffolding
and poles around the actual structure while it’s being
built, in bespoke tailoring the suit is also built up in
stages for the client, with numerous fittings.
Every part of the suit is handmade, and it feels
incredible. Everyone’s body is different; some people
stand straight, some are hunched, some are square
shouldered, some are round shouldered, and some
have one shoulder different from the other, or one
arm more forward than the other. My job is to create
a suit that makes the entire body look proportioned.
When a person wears a machine-made factory suit, it’s
two-dimensional. You have a suit that’s trying to flow
around your body, but it was mass-produced and not
really made for you.
But when I build a suit for a customer, the shaping,
the molding and the hand-work all come together to
make a piece of clothing that flows naturally around
the body. I need to understand what the customer
wants, what he needs, and what he is trying to proj-
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ect with this article of clothing. Many clothing salesmen
just take your measurements
and send them off to China,
but if the suit comes back with
any serious problems, such as
a dropped shoulder, it’s impossible to properly fix it once the
suit is made. There’s really an
incredible amount of work
that goes into a bespoke suit,
and that’s why it’s so special.
What’s the starting price
for your suits?
The starting price for my
bespoke suits is $4,200. I’m
also soon introducing another
tier of suits, which will be
made to measure, starting at
$1,800.
Most people I know will not spend more than $500
on a suit. Where are you finding such high-end clients?
It’s very much word of mouth. For example, just this
morning I met someone on the ferry that I was taking from
Manhattan to Williamsburg, and we struck up a conversation. I showed him some pictures, and he loves what I do
and wants to order some jackets. It’s all about building relationships. Social media is also very important.
What’s the most expensive piece of clothing that
you’ve ever made?
When I was in London, I worked on a suit that had the
client’s name printed with gold thread, like a pinstripe.
This was for one of the top sheikhs in Amman, Jordan. The
suit cost around £23,000 (approximately $30,000). The
sheikh had already ordered over 150 suits from my boss.
In fact, he even had his own order book.
How long does it take to make a suit?
A suit takes about 80 hours of work.
How much time is it usually from when the client
orders the suit until it’s ready?
Technically, a suit can be made in ten days. But my cus-

tomers have usually been
through this process before
and they understand that in
order to have a proper quality suit with three or four fittings, it usually takes three
to four months. Just like
you’re not going to go into
a Michelin-rated restaurant
and expect them to make
food as quickly as they do
in a fast-food place, you’re
not going to have a quality suit made very quickly.
If a customer wants a suit
done in two months, I’ll try
not to turn him down, but I
will have to turn down customers who want it quicker
than that. I have to say no. I
can’t just put everyone else’s
clothing aside in order to
rush this person’s job. Another thing I noticed about the
people who want rush clothing is that it’s not just a onetime thing; they want to rush it every time, and that’s something I can’t do. One of the challenges in this business is
knowing when to say yes and when to say no.
For people who buy suits off the rack, what would
you say is the secret to a good fitting?
I would say to find the company that fits you well and
stick with them. Every company has a different fit. Try your
best to find the suit that works for you, and then you can
alter it a little bit. It’s challenging, but find the right one
and be loyal.
What does a typical work day look like for you?
I get up and go to shul and take the ferry to work. I get
in around 8:15 and work on multiple jackets, see clients,
direct my workers, and decide what’s a priority and what
can be moved to the side for a bit, because we could be
working on eight pieces of clothing at a time. I also post
on social media, and my wife helps with the business side
of things. Some days I come home at eight and some days
I come home past midnight. Like any entrepreneur, I find
myself balancing many different responsibilities.
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Come Along To The Friday Night Service

The service starts at 6.30 pm lasts for about 25 minutes and is followed by a kiddush.
Please try to come and help make the minyan.
You may be the one who makes all the difference.
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As a tailor, you must spend many hours in the
same room with your employees. How do you stay
friendly and keep them happy?
We have a very good vibe. I have nice classical or jazz
music playing in the background. Obviously, I’m working
with people who like what they do. You may not get workers exactly like you, but you need to appreciate what you do.
What do you like most about being a tailor?
I love interacting with the clients, and I love creating
things, but being able to make the client feel good and look
good is my favorite part of the job.
How does the fact that you are visibly frum affect
your tailoring occupation?
Well, I have both Jewish and non-Jewish clients from
all over the word who consider me their rabbi. I’m able to
speak to and interact with people on a global level. I see
this as my shlichus in a way, to show a good image of what
a religious Jew is all about.
What was your favorite piece of clothing to make?
I’ve made some beautiful kapotas for myself and for others, which I really enjoyed.
What’s next for Tiefenbrun NYC?
We’re starting with clothing accessories and working on
our online shop. It’s difficult to do everything at once, so
these things sometimes schlep out a bit, but hopefully, we’ll
soon be selling ties and suspenders, socks and bow ties, all
made by companies that have been in business for over 100
years. They all have amazing craftsmanship and workmanship. I’ve been designing the accessories and we’re working together to make amazing products. We won’t just stay
in tailoring; the brand is going to build and expand slowly.

What kind of advice would you give someone
who is starting their own business?
Stay focused, keep your motivation, set your goals
and stick to them. Create good relationships with people
and always be optimistic. Work really hard, and if you
have a good product or service, people will find you.
What was a crisis you had in your
business and how did you resolve it?
When we were designing the workspace, we put
some really expensive flooring down, and just a few
days later there was a flood and the whole floor was
ruined. It was like a punch in the face. Then I realized
that the floor looked even better after the flood. It was
more beat up, more rustic, and it fit with the look that
I had envisioned for the space.
So you kept the ruined floor?
Yes. Obviously, we drained out the water. The floor
was bumpy, but it settled down. Everything worked
out in the end.
How do you deal with stress?
I’m a people person, so I really enjoy getting together
with others or talking things over with my wife. That
usually helps me unwind.
If you could have a coffee with any
businessperson in the world, who would it be?
Ralph Lauren. His famous quote, “I don’t design
clothing, I design dreams,” is a business motto that
really resonates with me. When I create a one-of-akind piece for a client, I have this vision in mind.
When people wear a Tiefenbrun suit, I want them to
feel empowered. O

Free Mezuzah Checking and 25% Discount on
all purchases of 3 or more mezuzos until 1st
January 2019
For more details contact Rabbi Pink
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rabbipink@gmail.com
07973 955 232

Page 41

How the Gulag Judge Lit
the Menorah
by Asharon Baltazar www.chabad.org

Repeatedly arrested for his “counter-revolutionary”
activities to preserve the flickering flame of Judaism in
the Soviet Union, Reb Mordechai Chanzin frequently
found himself behind bars. His first sentence amounted
to 10 years in a forced-labor camp. After his release, Reb
Mordechai was again found guilty and punished with
five more years. His third and final sentence resulted in
six years. Overall, between the years 1935 and 1956,
he spent 21 years in Soviet prisons and camps. In his
short stints of freedom he selflessly devoted himself to
preserving Judaism behind the Iron Curtain.
Among his many experiences, there was one story that
he would tell again and again:
As the Siberian winter deepened, Chanukah came,
and a group of young Jewish men, all prisoners of the
Gulag, convened for a short meeting. The topic: how
to obtain and light a secret menorah. One promised
to supply margarine to be used as fuel. Some frayed
threads from standard-issue camp garb would suffice
as wicks. Even small cups to hold the margarine were
procured from somewhere. Of course, all this was
against camp regulations, and they all understood the
implication of their actions should they be caught.
Reb Mordechai was the eldest of the group of 18 men,
and was therefore honored to usher in the holiday by
lighting of the first candle. In the dead of night, in a
small garden shed, the hardy crew crowded around their
makeshift menorah and listened to Reb Mordechai’s
emotional voice as he recited the first blessings, tears
trickling down his cheeks. Reb Mordechai and his
comrades gazed silently at the small yellow light, each
one recalling Chanukah in his parents’ home.
The loud crash of the door opening shattered the men’s
reverie. Camp guards rushed through the doorway and
flooded the cramped space. The Jewish inmates were
grabbed by brutish hands and shoved through the
camp. When they reached a small dank cell, they were
ordered to pile inside.
The first to be brought to trial was the ringleader, Reb
Mordechai. Inside the small courtroom, which

consisted of the judge’s
desk and a bench for the
defendant, the proceedings
were all but pro forma. Reb Mordechai had already
predicted his indictment, and solemnly awaited the
verdict.
“This is an act of treason,” said the prosecutor. “By
lighting the candles, you intended to signal to enemy
forces. The penalty for this is death.”
The judge regarded the young man standing in front of
him. “Do you have anything to say for yourself?”
Reb Mordechai’s heart pounded in his chest as he
approached the judge. “Is it just me, or is it the rest of
the group too?”
“All of you,” enunciated the judge dryly.
Reb Mordechai was devastated.
The courtroom began to spin around him. Whatever
indifference he was able to afford until then vanished
in the terror-stricken realization that his fellow brothers
would be led to their deaths. He blamed himself.
Reb Mordechai burst into bitter tears, and for a
few minutes he stood in front of the judge, sobbing
uncontrollably. Years of crushing pain and pent-up
emotions overwhelmed him and couldn’t be stopped.
“Come close,” said the judge.
Reb Mordechai took a step towards the judge’s desk.
Softly, the judge asked about his relatives, their means
of livelihood and other personal details. Reb Mordechai
answered the judge’s inquires.
“What do you have to say for yourself?” the judge
pressed on.
Mustering temerity he did not feel, Reb Mordechai
addressed the judge, “We are Jews, and we lit the candles
that night to observe the holiday of Chanukah.”
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“You lit Chanukah candles? You lit Chanukah candles?”
the judge repeated to himself, clearly unsettled. “You
don’t say . . . Chanukah candles.”
Recomposing himself, the judge called to the two guards
present in the courtroom and asked them to stand
outside. When the door clicked closed, the judge turned
his attention back to Reb Mordechai.
“If you lit Chanukah candles, let me demonstrate the
right way to light them.”
Reb Mordechai watched the judge light a small lamp.
Picking up the incriminating documents gingerly, with
trembling hands, the judge slid the first one off and held
it to the flame. The paper caught fire and disappeared
quickly in an orange blaze and a few wisps of smoke. As
if he were afraid to delay lest he change his mind, the
judge worked quickly through the pile, saying “You see?
This is how you light Chanukah candles.” Soon there
was nothing remaining of the pile.
Finished, the judge scooped up the scattered ashes,
strode over to the window and tossed them into the

Siberian wind. Sitting down, the judge reached for the
buzzer on his table and summoned the guards.
“Take this group of 18 men,” the judge barked, “and
separate them, making sure that it would be impossible
for them to see one another. There’s no point in killing
them; they are not worth even one bullet.”
The guards marched out, and Reb Mordechai was again
left alone with the judge. The latter faced Reb Mordechai
and said in a trembling voice, “I too am a Jew, and I
beg you to make sure that the future generations of our
people will know to light the Chanukah candles.”
In 1956, a few years following Stalin’s death, hundreds of
thousands of prisoners were pardoned and their names
cleared. Among them was Reb Mordechai Chanzin,
who was finally given permission to leave the camps
that had robbed him of decades of life. Chanzin moved
to Moscow, where he became secretary to Chief Rabbi
Yehudah Leib Levin. A decade later, through the efforts
of the Rebbe, he was allowed to immigrate to Israel,
where he was reunited with his brother Dovid, the rabbi
of PetachTikva.A Mezuzah for Mama
www.chabad.org

Would you like to perpetuate the memory of a loved one by dedicating
a plaque on the Memorial Board?
The plaque will be illuminated on the day of the yartzeit and a
memorial prayer recited in Shul to mark the yartzeit.
For information on how to dedicate a
contact Rabbi Pink
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Chanukah Recipes
Gluten Free Crispy Potato Latkes

Peel the potatoes and onion. Using a grater
attachment, grate all the potatoes and onion
together. Transfer the mixture to a large bowl.
Using the cutting blade, finely grind half of
the mixture. Return to the bowl with the
remaining grated potato and onion, and mix
to combine. Line a colander with a clean dish
towel. Place the colander in a large bowl.
Place the potato mixture in the lined colander.
Squeeze the life out of the mixture to get the liquid out. It will be messy, but keep
going until it is pretty dry, because too much liquid in the latke mixture spells greasy, icky, heavy, messy pancakes.
Place the potato mixture in a bowl and add the rice flour, eggs, salt, and pepper. Mix well.
Fill a cast-iron skillet with ¼ inch of oil. Heat the oil until a tiny bit of the mixture sizzles when dropped in. Maintain
an oil level that is ¼ inch deep with a temperature of 325° to 350° F at all times.
Scoop ¼ cup of batter for each pancake, flatten to 4 inches in diameter, and fry over medium heat until nicely
browned, 3 to 4 minutes. Flip and cook for 3 to 4 minutes more. If the oil is not hot enough, the potatoes will
absorb the oil and just be greasy; if the oil is too hot, the potatoes will be black on the outside and the inside will be
raw—325° F is the right temperature. Place the finished latkes on a paper towel–lined baking sheet.
Serve the latkes warm, topped with applesauce and/or sour cream.
Makes about 24 latkes.

3lb King Edwards Potatoes
1 large onion
3 oz superfine brown rice
flour
3 extra-large eggs
1½ teaspoons coarse salt
½ teaspoon freshly ground
black pepper
32 ounces sunflower oil

Easy Yeast Free Jam Doughnuts (Dairy)
3 cups of floue
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 tablespoons sugar
2 eggs
2 cups lowfat sour cream
Canola oil for frying
Jam of your choice
Icing sugar

Sour cream adds a slight contrast to
the sweetness of the jelly filling and
the powdered sugar, making this
recipe a tasty variation on the popular
Israeli Chanukah treat.
In a bowl, combine flour, baking
powder, sugar, eggs and sour cream.
Mix until well blended. Heat the oil,
and when very hot add 1 tbsp of batter
to the oil. Fry until doughnut puffs
and becomes light brown, then turn
and cook on the other side. Repeat
until all doughnuts are cooked. Set
cooked doughnuts on a paper towel
to cool (the paper towel will also absorb the excess oil). Poke a small hole into
each doughnut, and fill with jam of your choice. Sprinkle the doughnuts with
powdered sugar and serve immediately.
This recipe makes 25 doughnuts.
Note: To fill the jam into the doughnut, you can use a syringe, or you can poke
a hole with a skewer (do it slowly) and carefully fill the doughnuts.
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The Thursday Club

(A joint project of Solihull Hebrew Congregation and Birmingham Jewish Community Care)

Solihull Jewish Community Centre
3 Monastery Drive, Solihull, B91 1 DW

Every Thursday 11.00 a.m. - 2.00 p.m.

Reserve the date
14th February 2019
Visit of the Mayor of Solihull, Councillor Flo Nash
Activities - 22nd November - 14th February
November 22nd

A Conversation with Barry Roseman

November 29th

Paul Wilkins - Exploring your family tree

December 6th

Chanukah Party

December 13th

Listening to Mozart

December 20th

Test your Grey Cells - A Quiz with Les

December 27th

2018 in review - What made the news over the past year?

January 3rd		

The forgotten story of the Basque Refugee Children of the Spanish Civil War -

			

A Talk by Shirley Epstein

January 10th		

Support for Victims of Hate Crime - Rebbeca George

January 17th		

The work of the Trading Standards Office a talk by Carrie Morris

January 24th		

HMD at Solihull Council Chamber followed by lunch at the Club

January 31st		

John Smith - Musical afternoon with a royalty theme

February 7th		

Quiztime with Les

February 14th

Visit of the Mayor of Solihull

For More Information Contact Ruth Abrahams
0121 705 5287
sabrahams@uwclub.net
• Delicious and nutritious hot lunch every week.
• Meet old friends, make new friends.
• Stimulating Activities.
• Read the papers.
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Solihull Jewish Community Centre Hall Hire
The community and events centre is available for hire for private functions, parties and meetings. We are able to
offer a hall, two well-appointed side rooms and either a dairy or meat kitchen. We also have state of the art projection
and sound systems. Our facilities are bright, modern, fully furnished and equipped. All bookings and requests for
information and services should be addressed to Mr Malcolm Hyams - 07976 617 346 or malcolm@litewheels.co.uk

Entire Facility
(Excluding Sanctuary)
Main hall alone5
Kitchen (either meat or milk )

Half day1

Evening2

Full day3

£225

£275

£400

£475

£150
£50

£180
£60

£260
£70

£300
£95

Full Day4

1 Half Day - a morning or afternoon function of less than 6 hours duration ending before 6pm
2 Evening – an evening function of up to 6 hours ending before midnight
3 Full Day – a full day function of up to 12 hours ending before 6pm
4 Full Day – a full day function of up to 12 hours ending before midnight
5 Add kitchen tariff if kitchen required.
Members of the congregation and registered charities will enjoy a discount of 20%.
Kashrut
All catered functions will require a shomer (supervisor) approved by the Rabbi. All food brought onto the premises
must be authorised by the Rabbi and may require the services of a shomer. An advice sheet on Kashrut will be provided
to each event organiser.
Event preparation and clearing up
Reasonable access will be given to event organisers prior to and following the function to allow setting up and clearing
away. Mr Malcolm Hyams will arrange access to the site, he will inspect the facility following the event with the
organiser to identify any damages or breakages and ensure cleanliness.
Mr Hyams can provide contact details for the Shul caretaker and private arrangements may be made between the hirer
and the caretaker for set up/put away/cleaning.
A down-payment of £50 is required in order to secure a reservation, this is non refundable.
A refundable deposit of £50 must be provided in advance, this will be returned less the cost of repairs, replacing
breakages and for cleaning (if the site is not left as found).
Insurance
It is the responsibility of the organiser to arrange any necessary insurance for their event (a photocopy must be provided
to the synagogue)
Synagogue
The Synagogue (Sanctuary) itself is not for hire but is available for religious services and ceremonies. These will be
arranged by direct contact with the Rabbi on 0121 706 8736 or rabbipink@gmail.com.
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Dates in Jewish History
1st Kislev - 1394:

Prime Minister during the tense time of the 1973 Yom
Kippur War. She once said: “Peace will come when the
Arabs love their children more than they hate us.”

Jews of Paris expelled.
1 Kislev 5678 - November 16, 1917:

8 Kislev 5746 - November 21, 1985:

The British occupied Tel Aviv.

Jonathan Pollard, who had worked for Naval
Intelligence, is arrested in Washington and charged
with spying for Israel, 1985. He was sentenced to life
imprisonment. 30 years later on 8 Kislev 5776 he was
finally released from prison.

1 Kislev 5769 - November 28, 2008:
Rabbi Gavriel and Rivkah Holtzberg, were among
200 people killed when terrorists attacked Mumbai,
India. The Holtzbergs selflessly ran the Chabad house,
a beacon of hope and kindness in a city filled with
poverty and despair.

14 Kislev 2194 - 1568 B.C.E.:
Birth of Reuben - first born son of Jacob and Leah and
the first of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.
His Yahrtzeit is also on this date 14 Kislev. (2317 /
1445 B.C.E.)

3 Kislev circa 3622 - 140 B.C.E.:
The Hasmoneans removed all the idols from the Beit
HaMikdash. The day is cited as a Yom Tov in Megillat
Taanit.

15 Kislev 3954 - 193 C.E

4 Kislev 5416 - December 3, 1655:
A commission met at Whitehall to assess the possible
re-admittance of the Jews to Great Britain, concluding
that there was no statute which excluded the Jews
from the country. But Oliver Cromwell dissolved the
commission, considering it too pro-admittance.
6 Kislev 5736 - November 10, 1975:
That bastion of impartiality - the UN General
Assembly approves resolution equating Zionism with
racism.

Death of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, son of Rabi Shimon
ben Gamliel. He was elected Nasi -- spiritual and civil
head of the Jewish community after the death of his
father, Rabi Shimon ben Gamliel. He was the leader
of the Jewish people during the period following the
destruction of the Second Beit Hamikdash. Foreseeing
that due to the tribulations of the Exile which the
Jewish nation was about to endure it was likely that
many of the sacred laws would be forgotten, Rabbi
Yehudah decided to gather, record, edit, and organize
the statements of the earlier sages, setting the Oral Law
down in writing for very the first time, in the form of
the Mishnah.

8 Kislev 5739 - December 8, 1978:

17 Kislev 5708 - November 30, 1947:

Golda Meir (1898-1978), prime minister of Israel
from 1969 to 1974, died in Jerusalem. Born in Kiev,
Russia, she was subjected to brutal pogroms and
moved with her family to Milwaukee at age of eight.
It was 10 years later, while organizing an American
protest march against these Russian pogroms, that
Meir decided to make aliyah. Meir became involved in
politics at age 24 and was among the signers of Israel’s
Declaration of Independence. Meir became Israel’s
first Ambassador to the Soviet Union, and served as
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The United Nations, by a vote of 33-13 with 10
abstentions voted in favor of the partition of Palestine.
This vote enabled the establishment of the State of
Israel as a national homeland for the Jewish People.
The Jewish area was split into three non-contiguous
plots, with no consideration of security: the eastern
Galilee, the coastal plain from Haifa down to Tel
Aviv, and the majority being the uncultivable Negev
desert. The other half of the land was to form a new

Arab state. Jerusalem and its 100,000 Jews was to
be completely surrounded on four sides by the Arab
state, and administered as an international zone.
Despite these unfavourable terms, the Jewish Agency
immediately accepted the Partition Plan; the Arabs
immediately rejected it. Fighting began soon after,
leading to a full-scale assault in 1948 by troops from
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi and Yemen.

Cain killed his younger brother, Hevel (Abel). The first
murder of history occurred on the 25th of Kislev in the
year 41 from creation, as recounted in the 4th chapter
of Bereishit / Genesis.

19 Kislev 5559 - November 27, 1798:

Preparation of the Mishkan completed in the desert.

The founder of the Lubavitch dynasty, HaRav Shneur
Zalman of Liadi, was released from the Peter-Paul
Fortress in Petersburg, where he had been held for 52
days on charges of treason for sending financial support
to the Jewish Community in Israel that at the time
was under Turkish rule. Yud-Tet Kislev is celebrated by
Lubavitcher Chabad chasidim as a Yom Tov.

The vessels, tapestries, wall sections and other
components of the Tabernacle were completed on the
25th of Kislev in the year 2450. The Mishkan was
not assembled, however, until 3 months later, when,
beginning on 25 Adar of that year, it was erected and
taken down daily for a 7-day “training” period prior to
its dedication on the 1st of Nissan.

21 Kislev 3442 - 320 B.C.E.:

25 Kislev 3622 - 140 B.C.E.:

An historic meeting occurred between Shimon
HaTzaddik and Alexander the Great of Macedonia.
When Alexander beheld the visage of Shimon
HaTzaddik , the Kohen Gadol, he made the rare move
of dismounting from his horse and bowing respectfully;
to his men he explained that he often had dreams
and visions of Shimon HaTzaddik leading him into
battle. Shimon HaTzaddik brought the emperor to
the Beit HaMikdash and explained to the king how
concerned the Jews were for his safety and prosperity.
He also explained that Judaism prohibits the display
of any graven image; he offered to name all the male
children born to priests that year “Alexander” as a
demonstration of loyalty to the emperor (which is how
“Alexander” became a common Jewish name).

In 140 BCE, the Maccabees defeated the vastly more
numerous and powerful armies of the Syrian-Greek
King Antiochus IV, who had tried to forcefully uproot
the beliefs and practices of Judaism from the people
of Israel. The victorious Jews repaired, cleansed and
rededicated the Beit HaMikdash in Yerushalayim to
the service of Hashem. All the Beit HaMikdash’s oil
had been defiled by the pagan invaders; and when the
Jews sought to light the Beit HaMikdash’s Menorah
(candelabra), they found only one small cruse of
ritually pure olive oil. They lit the Menorah with the
one-day supply, which miraculously, burned for eight
days, until new, pure oil could be obtained.
In commemoration, the Sages instituted the 8-day
festival of Chanukah, on which lights are kindled
nightly by Jews around the world to recall and
publicize the miracle of the oil, and its message that
continues to illuminate our lives today.

25 Kislev - 3631 B.C.E.:

25 Kislev 2450 - 1312 B.C.E.:

24 Kislev 3409 - 358 B.C.E.:
The cornerstone for the Second Beit HaMikdash was
laid.
In the first year of the rule of Cyrus, the King of Persia,
Jews were given permission to return to Eretz Yisroel,
and rebuild the Beit HaMikdash. A group of Jews
led by Zerubavel set out for Yerushalayim and began
working on the second Beit HaMikdash. However,
the Cutheans falsely accused the Jews of plotting a
rebellion against King Cyrus and were successful in
halting the construction of the Beit HaMikdash for
the remainder of his reign and throughout the reign of
Ahasuerus, his successor. Construction resumed in the
second year of the reign of Darius, Ahasuerus’s son, on
the 24th of Kislev. (Chaggai 2:10-23)
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25 Kislev 4856 - November 26, 1095:
Proclamation of the first Crusade.
1 Tevet 3400 - 362 B.C.E.:
Esther, after having won a kingdom-wide beauty
pageant, was forcibly taken to King Achashverosh’s
palace.
7 Tevet 5521 - December 14, 1760:
Board of Deputies of British Jews was founded.

Did you know that a donation of £125 can cost you only £75?
Gift aid and higher rate tax payers
If you pay higher rate tax, you can reclaim the difference between the higher rate of tax (40 per cent) and the basic rate
of tax (20 per cent) on the total (gross) value of your donation to Solihull Hebrew Congregation.
For example, if you donate £100, the total value of your donation to the charity is £125 - so you can claim back 20
per cent of this (£25) for yourself. You can make this claim on your Self Assessment tax return if you were sent one.
Tax relief can be claimed by completing the relevant section on your Self Assessment Tax Return form. If you don’t
complete a self assessment form, but receive Form P810 from the Inland Revenue, this can be used to declare any gift
aid payments. Alternatively you can claim the relief by writing to your tax office, giving full details of the gift(s) you
have made.
Donating Shares
Making a gift of shares can be a highly tax effective way of supporting Solihull Hebrew Congregation.
By giving shares, it is possible to make a substantial tax saving, not only on capital gains tax, but on income tax as
well.
Twelve million people own shares in the UK, worth over £200 billion. This area of giving is often overlooked, but by
unlocking your capital and passing it on you can turn it into something of great value to Solihull Hebrew Congregation
and substantially lower the cost to yourself at the same time.
In order to qualify for the tax relief, the shares or securities must be; listed or dealt on a recognised UK or foreign
stock exchange, units in authorised unit trusts, shares in a UK open-ended investment company or holdings in certain
foreign collective investment schemes.

The Stanley Middleburgh
Library
The Stanley Middleburgh library contains over 1600 books and periodicals on a wide range of topics
from Israel to Jewish History, from novels to biographies. There are books suitable for all ages, from
toddler to adult. The library also has a collection of over 300 videos and DVDs on a variety of topics
for both young and old. All members of the community are welcome to come and browse through
our collection.
The library has recently been reorganised and sorted into categories to make it easier to locate the
book that you require.
Opening Hours
Sunday Morning 9.30 - 10.30 am
Thursday Morning 10.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Other timesPage
by 32appointment
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Your Moment.
Your Legacy. Your Shul.
This is your moment to hold hands across the generations. This is your
moment to ensure a Jewish future that is spiritual and meaningful. This
is your moment to leave a Jewish legacy.
Solihull Shul has been at the forefront of building the Jewish community
in Solihull. Today we operate a Shul and Community Centre with a wide
variety of religious, cultural and educational activities for all ages.
Now it is your turn to lead us forward.
Planned Giving builds Judaism where it is needed most, in your local community. From young to old, visiting the
sick or comforting the poor, this is your moment to make a difference. Join with us through the loving act of planned
giving by leading your community to a strong and vibrant future. This is your Moment.

More about the tax benefits of leaving a Legacy to charity
Charity Legacies are exempt from tax and there is no upper limit on the value of the Legacy you leave. Legacies are
therefore a very efficient way of supporting your favourite Jewish charities because the Government is encouraging
your generosity by adding funds from central funds.
You may leave as much as you like, entirely tax-free to a spouse, civil partner or UK registered charity. You may also
leave up to £325,000 to any other beneficiary or beneficiaries. Over and above that, Inheritance Tax (IHT) is then
applicable on the remainder of your Estate at flat rate of 40%. However, if you leave a Legacy to charity, that Legacy
is deducted from your Estate before it is taxed, thereby lowering the amount of IHT that will be payable. In addition,
as from April 2012, if you leave 10% or more of your taxable estate to charity not only will the Legacy be deducted
before tax is calculated, the tax rate will be reduced from 40% to 36%. This is the Government’s way of encouraging
more of us to give to charity and for us also to increase existing charity Legacies to the crucial 10% level; they want to
make giving 10% of one’s Estate to charity “the new norm in our country”.
This might not seem much of a reduction, but the combination of the charity exemption from IHT and the new relief
means that a charity Legacy could now ‘cost’ your family just 24% of its value, compared to 60% previously. £7,600
out of a £10,000 Legacy to charity could now be funded by the Government. This means that the cost to your loved
ones of a £10,000 Legacy could be as little as £2,400, making charitable Legacies considerably more affordable, as well
as of significant benefit to the causes that are close to your heart. This reduced tax rate will help to encourage more
members of the Jewish community to leave Legacy gifts to charity, and for those who have already done so, to consider
increasing those Legacies, potentially at no additional cost to their family – a real ‘win-win’ situation.

Allow us to work with you, your family, and if desired your financial advisor, to develop the
most personalised strategy for your goals. For more information contact us.
Solihull Hebrew Congregation Legacies
3 Monastery Drive, Solihull, B91 1DW
solihullshul@gmail.com
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Shabbat Times
					Date			Shabbat 		Shabbat
								Begins		Ends		
Sedra 						(Friday)		(Saturday)

Miketz

8th December			

3.36 pm		

4.49 pm

Vayigash 15th December			3.35 pm		4.49 pm
Vayechi

22nd December			3.37 pm		4.52 pm

Shemos

29th December			3.42 pm		4.57 pm

Vaeirah

5th January			3.49 pm		5.04 pm

Bo		12th January			3.59 pm		5.12 pm
Beshalach 19th January			4.10 pm		5.23 pm
Yisro		26th January			4.22 pm		5.34 pm
Mishpotim 2nd February			4.35 pm		5.46 pm
Terumah

9th February			4.48 pm		5.58 pm

Tezatveh 16th February			5.02 pm		6.10 pm
Ki Sisa

23rd February			

5.15 pm		

6.23 pm

Vayakhel 2nd March				5.28 pm		6.36 pm
Pekudei

9th March				5.41 pm		6.48 pm
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Jewish
Humour
As the plane settled down at Ben Gurion airport, the
voice of the Captain came on:
“Please remain seated with your seatbelt fastened until
this plane is at a complete standstill and the seat belt
signs have been turned off.”
“To those of you standing in the aisles, we wish you a
Happy Chanukah.”
“To those who have remained in their seats, we wish you
a Merry Xmas.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sam Shwatrz was driving down the road, gets pulled over
by a Policeman. Walking up to Sam’s car, the Policeman
says, “Your wife fell out the car 5 miles back.” Sam
replies, “Thank god for that” I’d thought I’d gone deaf!”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
- Hello.
- Hello -that’s you, Abe?
- Yes, dis is Abe...
- It doesn’t sount like Abe
- Vell, dis is Abe all right.
- You’re positive it’s Abe?
- Absolutely.
- Vell, listen Abie, dis is Moe. Can you lend me feefty
dolluhs?
- Ven Abe comes in, I’ll tell him you called...

A police officer stops Yankel for speeding & reckless
driving and asks him very nicely if he could see his
license.
Yankel replied in a huff, “I vish you guys could get your
act togeder. Just yesterday you take avay my license and
now today you expect me to show it to you.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Harry went for a job interview. It seemed to go well
because before he left, he was told, “We would like you
to work for us. We’ll give you $10 an hour starting today
and in three months time we’ll increase it to $15 an
hour. So when would you like to start?”
Harry replies, “In about 3 months from now.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
After a performance a cantor - trying to impress- tells the
crowd that his voice is insured with Lloyds of London
for 1 million dollars. A voice from the back of the room
says “so what did you do with the money?”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Page 53
31
Page

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ask The Rabbi???
legs, it goes deaf.
It is scientifically
proven.

Question:
Do you still hold on to the belief that the
Torah is Divine? Literary experts and
historians have compared the Bible to other
writings of 3,000 years ago (when the Torah
was supposedly given by G‑d) and say that its
style doesn’t fit into the literature of that time
frame, and must have been written much
later. How can you ignore a fact that has been
scientifically proven?

We all come to
the conclusions
that we want to
believe. When
the experts find that the Torah is too
advanced for its time, they conclude it
must have been written later than claimed.
When I study Torah, I conclude that it is
still ahead of its time, because it was written
by G‑d for all times and all places. Even
the parts that seem archaic and outdated,
when explained on a deeper level, have
powerful messages that I often feel are
speaking directly to me. They are relevant
and inspiring to me, right here, right now.

Answer:
Did you hear the joke about the recent study
on frogs? Scientists took a sample of over 100
frogs of various species and did the following
test:
They placed each frog on a table, crept up
behind it and shouted, “Jump!” The frog
jumped.

They then cut off a second leg and told it to
jump, and then a third, each time observing
that the frog responded, but jumped smaller
distances.

Many have tried to either prove or disprove
the Torah’s divinity. Neither attempt will be
successful. G‑d wants us to have free choice.
If we listen to His word, it is not by force. To
maintain balance, there will always be valid
arguments to discredit Him and His Torah.
We can choose to buy those arguments, or
see beyond them. Then, when we open
ourselves to the Torah’s message, the choice
to do so is coming from within.

Finally they cut off the fourth leg and again
shouted “Jump!” They were amazed to find
that in every case the result was the same. The
frog did not move at all.

G‑d has given you a mission. How you
respond is totally up to you. You can be as
deaf as a legless frog, or you can take a leap
in response to your higher calling.

Then they cut off one leg, and again shouted
jump. It jumped, although not as far.

The conclusion: When you cut off a frog’s
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Please enter these dates into your diary to ensure that you will be able to join us at one or all of these occasions.
More information about specific events will be publicised closer to the date of each event.
All events are at 3 Monastery Drive unless indicated otherwise.

Public Menorah Lighting (Mill Lane)		

2nd December

6.30 pm

Chanukah Party		

9th December

6.30 pm

(Granby Close)

Friday Night Meal					11th January		6.30 pm
Holocaust Memorial Day Ceremony 		

24th January

11.00 am

14th February

11.00 am

(Solihull Council Chamber)		
Visit of Mayor to Thursday Club			

ShabbatUK Lunch					2nd March
Megilah Reading & Purim Party 			

20th March		

7.15 pm

Purim Meal						21st March		5.00 pm
Bosworth Weekend (Market Bosworth)		

29th March

Pre-Pesach Shopping Trip to London		

7th April		

10.00 am

Communal Seder 					19th April		8.15 pm
Lag B Omer Bonfire & BBQ			

23rd May		

5.30 pm

Shavuos Lunch					9th June		12.30 pm
Summer BBQ					14th July		12.30 pm
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Solihull & District Hebrew Congregation Wish List
How Can I Best Help SDHC Today?
Revenue Items

Capital Items

Sponsor Regular Shabbat Morning Kiddush
Cost: £30.00

Secure External Letterbox
Cost: £125.00

Sponsor SDHC’s Yom Kippur Break Fast Refreshments
Cost: £150

Paved Path from gate to main entrance
Cost: £2,000

Sponsor SDHC’s Rosh Hashona Honey Cake
Cost: £150

Refurbish Toilet Area
Cost: £15,000

Sponsor SDHC’s Annual Sukkot Party
Cost: £250

Commercial Dish Washer - Milk Kitchen
Cost: £1,800

Sponsor SDHC’s Annual Chanukah Party
Cost: £250

New furniture for the Shul.
Cost: £18,000

Sponsor SDHC’s Annual Purim Party
Cost: £250

Resurface part of Carpark
Cost £11,000

Sponsor SDHC’s Website & Internet Facilities
Cost: £50 per month; £600 per year

Cold Store
Cost: £10,000

Sponsor One Issue of Hakol
Cost: £100

Refurbish Disabled Toilet & Cloak Room
Cost £8,000

Defray Cost of SDHC’s Gas and Electricity
Cost: £75 per week

Upgrade Fire Alarm System
Cost: £3,500

Defray Landscaping and Building Maintenance
Cost: £100 per week

Retractable Canopy Roof for Sukkah
Cost: £2,500

Defray Cost of TBE’s Insurance Premiums
£300 per month

Milk Kitchen Equipment
New Crockery
Cost £950.00
10 Litre Commercial Dough Mixer
Cost: £850.00

Special Naming Opportunities

Parts of our Community Centre are available to be permanently named in honour of a donor or person of the
donor’s choosing.
			
Communal Hall
£15,000		
Milk Kitchen		
£5,000
			Lobby/Kiddush Area £7,500 		
Meat Kitchen 		
£5,000
Page 56

Free Tefillin Health check

Tefillin need regular checkups to ensure that the scrolls have not faded or cracked.
Straps need repainting regularly to ensure that the paint is in good condition.
Boxes can be damaged by extremes of heat, cold or moisture.
For a free health check and report on the condition of your tefillin contact Rabbi Pink

Do you get tangled in knots trying to put on your tefillin?

Page 57

Kiddush

Sponsorship

We offer five menus that you can choose from at a fixed price.
Menus may be customised by the addition of any of the items below.
Fruit £23.00 Crackers & Dips £16.00
Fishballs £22 .00 Smoked Salmon £19.00

These prices assume a maximum of 30 people. Prices will increase proportionally for more than 30 people.

Menu A £30.00
Wine & Grape Juice
Cookies
Cake
Crisps
Pretzels

Menu B £45.00
Wine & Grape Juice
Cookies
Cake
Crisps
Pretzels
Crackers & Dips

Menu C £55.00
Wine & Grape Juice
Cookies
Cake
Crisps
Pretzels
Fresh Fruit

Menu D £65.00
Wine & Grape Juice
Cookies
Cake
Crisps
Pretzels
Fishballs
Smoked Salmon

Menu E £130.00
Wine & Grape Juice
Cookies
Cake
Crisps
Pretzels
Crackers & Dips
Fresh Fruit
Fishballs
Smoked Salmon
Herring
Olives & Pickles

• These prices include the purchase of all items and setting up and clearing away the kiddush by the
Ladies Guild.
• Menu E will require the services of a waitress, at an additional cost of £51.
• All kiddushim for more than 45 guests will require a waitress, at an additional cost of £51.
• Alcohol, other than kiddush wine, (whisky etc.) is not provided by the Ladies Guild. It is the
responsibility of the host to deliver this to Shul before Shabbos if they wish this to be served at the
kiddush.
• On most weeks we provide a hot cholent as a free bonus, however this is not guaranteed.

To book a kiddush contact Judith on 07779 094 420 or
judith@finesse-services.co.uk
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A Guide to Jewish Websites

https://www.sztetl.org.pl/en
The Virtual Shtetl website was officially launched on June 16, 2009. The portal lists over 1,240 towns with
maps, statistics and picture galleries. In the future, it will also include an interactive system by which Internet
users will interact with each other. It creates a link between Polish-Jewish history and the contemporary, multicultural world.
The Virtual Shtetl is an extension of the real Museum scheduled to open in 2011 on the site of the Warsaw
ghetto. Its main objective is to provide a unique social forum for everyone interested in Polish-Jewish life.
The “Virtual Shtetl” re-tells the history of Polish Jews which existed, to a great extent, in a town or a village
(Yiddish: shtetl). But besides that, it also provides information about German Jews and the Jewish life of the
Eastern territories of Germany.
The portal provides information on small towns and big cities—both about the past and the present. It covers
both contemporary and pre-war Poland. The English version enables Jews from all over the world to research
their own Polish ancestry

http://www.thejidf.org/
The Jewish Internet Defense Force (JIDF) is an organization that uses social media to mobilize support for
campaigns against websites and Facebook groups that promote or praise what it describes as Islamic terrorism
or antisemitism. The group’s website describes the JIDF as a “private, independent, non-violent protest
organization representing a collective of activists”. The JIDF’s work has been termed “hacktivism” by some
media outlets.

https://www.camera.org/
The Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America (CAMERA) is an American non-profit
pro-Israel media-monitoring, research and membership organization. According to its website, CAMERA is
“devoted to promoting accurate and balanced coverage of Israel and the Middle East.” The group says it was
founded in 1982 “to respond to the Washington Post’s coverage of Israel’s Lebanon incursion”, and to respond
to what it considers the media’s “general anti-Israel bias”.
CAMERA is known for its pro-Israel media monitoring and advocacy.CAMERA releases reports to counter
what it calls “frequently inaccurate and skewed characterizations of Israel and of events in the Middle East” that
it believes may fuel anti-Israel and anti-Jewish prejudice.
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Solihull Academy of Jewish Education
Jewish Learning for Life

Whatever your skill level
Whenever you have free time
A variety of topics, times of the week and levels to suit all
tastes.
If you would prefer a one to one learning experience a variety
of slots are available to study the topic of your choice at a time
convenient to you.
Contact Rabbi Pink to set up a learning session today.

Details of the regular weekly study sessions
are on the following pages.
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LSD & BLT

Every Sunday at 9.30 am

Lets start Davening
followed by Bagels, Lox and Torah
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Do you enjoy advanced Torah Study?
Come along to the Rambam Shiur
Sunday evening at 7.00 pm
and delve into the intricacies of Maimonides Magnum
Opus - The Yad Hachazakah
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Does Judaism leave you feeling Bored?
Confused? Turned off?
Try Out

S M I
olihull

onday

nformative

LE S
cture

eries

Discussions on topics of Contemporary Jewish Interest with
Rabbi Yehuda Pink
Every Monday Evening 8.30 pm at 7 Granby Close
Light Refreshments served
3rd December		

The Real Story of Chanukah

10th December		

Behind The Scenes at the Worlds Largest Rabbinical

				Conference
17th December		

Jewish Myths & Facts

31st December		

Chassidim in the Soviet Gulag

7th January		

The History of the Mechitza

14th January		

Why do we Observe Yarzeits?

21st January		

Tu’B Shevat - Judaism and the Environment

28th January		

Jewish Business Ethics - Part 1

4th February		

Jewish Business Ethics - Part 2

11th February		

Jewish Business Ethics - Part 3

18th February		

Pearls from the Psalms

25th February		

What is a Jewish Leap Year?

For more information contact Rabbi Yehuda Pink on 0121 706 8736
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Enjoy a good cup of coffee
and take the chance to ask all those questions
about judaism you never dared to ask

Ladies Discussion Group With Rabbi Pink
Every Tuesday 11.00 am - 12.00 pm
at 7 Granby Close
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Do you have free time on a Wednesday morning?
Are you looking to expand your knowledge of Judaism?

Come along to the
Retired Gentlemen’s Shiur
Wednesday 11.00 am - 12.00 pm
at
7
Granby
Close
Come along to the Retired Gentlemen’s Shiur
Wednesday 11.00 am - 12.00 pm
at 7 Granby Close
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,hrcg hrcusk sjuhn rugha
7.00 - 8.00 crgc hghcr ouh
,usvh ka vbuntv hrehg
kfk ,ucua, kcek ,ubnszv
kutak ,zgv tku ,gsk ,hmra vn
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Every Shabbos Morning
9.30 am - 10.00 am
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Text Based Talmud Shiur
Saturday Evening - 5.45 - 6.45 pm
7 Granby Close
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What: Join Rebbetzen Dinie Pink and bake Challos for your Shabbos table and
pass one on to another member of the community.

Discover the beauty of this tradition unique to Jewish Women.

When: 6.30 pm The first Thursday of each month.
Where: Solihull Jewish Community Centre,
3 Monastery Drive, Solihull, B91 1DW
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Now fully stocked with a wide range of Chanukah items

• Machzorim…
• Siddurim…
• Jewish Books…
• Haggadahs...
• Megillahs...

• Menorahs…
• Dreidles…
• Chocolate Chanukah
Gelt…
• Chanukah Candles...
• Chanukah Bags...

• Cards for all Occasions…
• Jewish Childrens Toys…
• Books, Videos and CD’s…
• Havdolah Candles…
• Shabbos Candles…
• Yarzeit Candles…

Open
Sunday 9.15 - 10.30 a.m.
Thursday 10.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m.
Other times by appointment.
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Join Jews around the world in sharing the light of Chanukah!
Take a picture of your Chanukah experience, share it on Twitter or Instagram with the hashtag
#ShareTheLights or post it on our Facebook page.
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY
COMMUNITY DIRECT
Rabbi Pink		

0121 706 8736

Rabbi’s PA

Judith Stephenson 07779 094 420

judith@finesse-services.co.uk

President		

Jon Gouldman

07984 013 157

jongouldman@gmail.com

Warden		

David Fine		

			

01564 637 734

07812 162 528

david.fine@hotmail.co.uk

Security		

Graham Stone

07889 464 583

graham.stone1946@gmail.com

Cheder 		

Rabbi Pink		

			

0121 706 8736

07973 955 232

rabbipink@gmail.com

Hall Bookings

Malcolm Hyams

			

0121 704 4603

07976 617 346

malcolm@litewheels.co.uk

Hakol

Rabbi Pink

			

0121 706 8736

07973 955 232

rabbipink@gmail.com

07973 955 232

rabbipink@gmail.com

Kiddush Sponsorship Judith Stephenson		
						
Ladies Guild

07779 094 420

judith@finesse-services.co.uk

Dina Pink

			0121 706 8736 				dinapink@gmail.com
Thursday Club

Ruth Abrahams

			0121 705 5287				sabrahams@uwclub.net
Birmingham Jewish Community Care
Communal Mikveh

0121 459 3418

			07834 178 656

Chevra Kadisha 				

07976 227 209
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This issue of Hakol is dedicated
to Rabbi & Rebbetzen Pink
in honour of 25 years of dedicated service
to the Solihull Jewish Community
2nd January 1994 - 2nd January 2019

25 for 25
Have your lives been touched by Rabbi &
Rebbetzen Pink?
To mark the 25th anniversary of their arrival in Solihull
we would like to secure the future of the community by
encouraging 25 people to sign up as members of the Shul.
To sign up or for more information contact
Graham Stone
07889 464 583

graham.stone1946@gmail.com
Stephen Abrahams
0121 705 5287

sabrahams@uwclub.net
To sponsor future issues of Hakol contact
Graham Stone
Advertising Manager
Solihull & District Hebrew Congregation
Mobile: 07889 464583
Landline: 0121 679 5267

